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Lambda-cyhalothrin Re-evaluation — Canada, 2021

● PMRA re-evaluation → dietary risk cup changes
● All animal feed uses cancelled
● At application time: impossible to know if a crop is destined for food or feed channels — you 
cannot separate production in the field
● Effectively: lambda-cyhalothrin could no longer be used on any of these crops
● Primary pest control role:  flea beetles in canola  |  grasshoppers across cereals
● Alternatives were limited in number and constrained in supply
● Effective April 2023 — growers lost access heading into an expected intense grasshopper 
season
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Reinstating Feed Uses – and What Followed

RESTORED THE TRADE-OFF
● New data submitted + voluntary 
removal of apple & peach uses
● Health Canada accepted the proposal
● Feed uses reinstated: cereals, canola, 
corn, pulses, soy
● Lambda-cyhalothrin restored as a pest 
control tool for the dominant use base 
across Canada

● Apple & peach uses voluntarily removed
● Key to resolving the dietary risk cup 
calculation
● Canadian MRL → 0.01 ppm (LOQ)
● ~5-10% of US apple & peach production 
exported to Canada
● Canada monitors residues in imported 
produce
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"How would you approach supporting U.S. growers who want to continue using 
LCYH on apple and peach while maintaining access to the Canadian export market?"



Our Assessment Approach
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growers also 
applying during 
fruit development

Global Residue
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Pome & stone 
fruit data:
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④
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harvest interval
applications 
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Commission 
Residue Testing

⑤

Washington Tree 
Fruit
Research 
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Apple was the primary focus — lambda-cyhalothrin is more widely used on apple than peach in the US; questions came from the 
Washington tree fruit community and customers in Washington State.

Cross-functional team:
Regulatory | Product Safety | Marketing | Sales | Agronomic Service Representatives (ASRs)
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What the Data Showed

● US supplementary sampling at extended pre-
harvest intervals → residues <0.01 ppm
● Consistent with global residue dataset
● Applications during dormancy or at early fruit set 
and development — residues not expected to exceed 
Canadian MRL
● Communicated to the field via the local ASR 

● Growers applying during active fruit development 
directed to independent resources
● Washington Tree Fruit Research Commission —
built specifically to generate grower-trusted 
residue data for export support
● Field conversations with ASRs and sales informed by 
data — directing growers to the right resources

When an MRL changes, the use pattern matters as much as the number.
How growers actually use a product determines whether a change is a real disruption — or a manageable one.

Data sources: global residue dataset (existing registered projects) + supplementary US field sampling
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Dormancy & Early Season Applications Later Season Applications
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