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Overview
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Main focus – Omnibus and impact on IT 
setting for banned substances
* Omnibus proposal – main provisions and timelines

* IT for banned substances – what is proposed, what are 
the views and how it could impact trade?

* Recent examples of mirror clauses / IT restrictions

Other issues:
* Examples of changes in MRLs after EU evaluations

* General reviews of banned substance MRLs

* Situation in UK

But start with EU MRL monitoring results 2024...





European Union 
report on pesticide 
residues in food
LINK: PESTICIDE RESIDUES IN FOOD: LATEST DATA RELEASED [EFSA]
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The 2024 European Union report on pesticide residues in food

Number of quantified residues per sample
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The 2024 European Union report on pesticide residues in food

MRL exceedance rates comparison 
(2018, 2021, 2024)
Comparing 2018 and 2024 results, the 
overall MRL exceedance rate increased 
from 1.4% to 2.4%.
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The 2024 European Union report on pesticide residues in food

9

Non-compliant: exceeds MRL 
inc. analytical uncertainty
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Omnibus and
MRL mirror clauses
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What is the Food and Feed Safety Omnibus Simplification Package?
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LINK: Commission Omnibus proposal

• A proposal of the EU Commission to simplify 14 legislative acts, among them 
1107/2009 that regulates the approval of conventional crop protection & biocontrol 
products, and 396/2005 for maximum residue levels (MRLs).

• The proposal responds to requests from EU Member States and stakeholders for a 
faster regulatory procedure.

• The current proposal reflects only the view of the EU Commission and not yet the final 
Regulation.

• New legislation may enter into force by the end of 2027

https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/b0817113-6edc-4219-b638-8060fee037d5_en?filename=horiz_omnibus_reg-com-2025-1030_en.pdf
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What is the Food and Feed Safety Omnibus Simplification Package?
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LINK: Commission Omnibus proposal

• What changes are proposed:

• Accelerating approvals of bio-control products
◦ For substances - priority treatment, provisional authorisations, EFSA support
◦ For products - One EU zone for harmonised authorisations in countries
◦ Simplified pathway for low-risk substances

• Unlimited approvals of substances - with targeted reviews
◦ 15 year approvals of products
◦ Greater flexibility in grace periods

• Drone applications proposed (not other aerial applications)

• Revocation of MRLs for EU banned substances

• What won’t change
• Current data requirements, protection goals and level of risk assessments

https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/b0817113-6edc-4219-b638-8060fee037d5_en?filename=horiz_omnibus_reg-com-2025-1030_en.pdf
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Timelines for Omnibus decision making

Commission 
proposal: 

December 2025

Council Position 
(Member States): 
Early 2027

European 
Parliament opinion: 
Autumn 2026
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Final decision expected in 2027 - actual timing will depend on negotiations between Parliament and Council



...in compliance with EU‘s international obligations, 
most hazardous pesticides banned in the EU should 
not be allowed back through imported products.

Applies to substances with mutagenic, carcinogenic 
reprotoxic or endocrine disrupting properties

Commission launched impact assessment in
November 2025, but...

Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 should already be 
amended.

MRLs based on good agricultural practices in third 
countries or Codex maximum limits may be set at 
the limit of quantification (technical zero).

Preamble
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(27) Regulation (EC) No 396/200557 sets the procedure for defining maximum residue levels 
(“MRLs”) of pesticides in or on food and feed of plant and animal origin. In the Vision for 
Agriculture and Food, the Commission announced it would pursue a stronger alignment 
of  production  standards  applied  to  imported  products,  notably  on  pesticides  and 
establish the principle, in compliance with the EU‘s international obligations, that the 
most hazardous pesticides banned in the EU for health and environmental reasons 
should not be allowed back to the EU through imported products. To advance on this, the 
Commission has launched in November 2025 a study to prepare an impact assessment 
that will consider the impacts on the EU’s competitive position and the international 
implications and, if appropriate, propose amendments to the legal framework. In the 
meantime Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 should already be amended to provide that, for 
substances that are not approved in the Union and that have certain particularly 
hazardous properties, MRLs that have been set based on good agricultural practices in 
third countries or Codex maximum limits may be set at the limit of quantification 
(technical zero).

(28) This concerns substances with mutagenic, carcinogenic, or reprotoxic properties as well 
as endocrine disruptors that may cause adverse effects in humans. Therefore, no level of 
residues leading to exposure of consumers should be allowed in order to ensure a high 
level of protection for consumers in the Union.

Proposed legislative text:

‘By way of derogation from point (e), where the active substance has one or more of the  
properties set out in points 3.6.2 to 3.6.5, 3.7.1 to 3.7.3, and 3.8.2 of Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 
1107/2009 according to the latest available evaluation under Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 or  
to a specific evaluation in accordance with Article 43 of Regulation (EC) No 396/2005, a MRL that 
has been set based on a CXL or a GAP implemented in a third country can be revoked and set in 
accordance with Article 18(1)(b) or Article 16 if considered appropriate in the light of the  
outcome of an impact assessment.’

Omnibus proposal on MRLs



What is the real aim of changing MRL rule...?

The current EU discussion is not about food safety, but is
a political objective to create a perceived level playing field 
for EU farmers!

• Proposals to remove import tolerances are sometimes framed as a way to support EU farmers or advance 
sustainability goals. However, using MRL policy to pursue other objectives risks blurring the purpose of the system.

• Residue policy is not the right tool to address broader challenges such as competitiveness, innovation, strategic 
autonomy or sustainability.

• Removing MRLs without risk-based justification creates unjustified barriers to trade and undermines confidence
in the EU’s regulatory system.

• When rules become detached from risk assessment, it impacts incentives to invest in crop protection
technologies and limit farmer’s access to effective tools.

• Before making major changes to import tolerances or EU use of Codex MRLs, a proper impact assessment is 
needed, covering trade, food and feed security, innovation and the practical consequences for growers.

LINK: CropLife Europe view on Assessment of EU MRL policy
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Who is impacted by changing MRL rule...?

• Perceived level playing field for EU farmers is a double 
edged sword

• Views (and needs) of livestock producers are significantly 
different to fruit and vegetable producers

• More focus on keeping solutions in Europe rather than
‘exporting’ restrictions?
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Free trade Agreements and Mirror Clauses

The recent EU-Mercosur trade agreement has triggered new 
activity on Mirror Clauses for substances banned in the EU...

French Decree of 7th Jan 2026 banned imports of products treated with:
Carbendazim, Benomyl, Thiophanate-methyl, Glufosinate and Mancozeb
 The decree prohibits placing on the French market of food and feed products 

containing quantifiable residues of the five substances.
 France had asked Commission in December 2025...
 Similar measure put forward by Poland (same five substances)

April 2026: European Commission launched vote to reduce MRLs
Carbendazim, Benomyl and Thiophanate-methyl
 WTO notification in February 2026
 MRL amendments expected to apply from late 2026

IMPACT: Measures a reaction to recent trade agreements;
Longer term implications less clear.
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Current impact of cut-off criteria on MRLs in EU...?
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For recent EU non-approvals, a number of substances have 
been identified as meeting the hazard based cut-off 
criteria (Reprotoxic properties or Endocrine Disruptors).

MRLs of some of these substances have been amended 
since non-approval. Others are currently under review.

Main changes in MRLs are due to fact that no CXLs or
import tolerances exist.

Introduction of hazard restrictions on MRLs could have 
significant impact on other substances.

EU review of active substances is on-going and other
substances are being identified as endocrine disruptors.

LINK: EU report on application of ED criteria

Substance Status Expiration date MRL changes
Carbendazim Not approved (R1B) 30/11/2014 **
Linuron Not approved (R1B) 03/03/2017 2019
Glufosinate Not approved (R1B) 31/07/2018
Propiconazole Not approved (R1B) 19/12/2018 2021
Triadimenol Not approved (R1B) 31/08/2019 2024
Difenacoum Not approved (R1B) 30/12/2019 2024
Thiacloprid Not approved (R1B) 03/02/2020 2024
Epoxiconazole Not approved (R1B) 30/04/2020 2023
Triflumizole Not approved (R1B) 30/06/2020 2023
Mancozeb Not approved (ED) 04/01/2021
Bromadiolone Not approved (R1B) 31/05/2021
Carbetamide Not approved (R1B) 31/05/2021 2023
Cyproconazole Not approved (R1B) 31/05/2021
Clofentezine Not approved (ED) 11/11/2023
Metiram Not approved (ED) 28/11/2023
Benthiavalicarb Not approved (ED) 13/12/2023 2026
Triflusulfuron Not approved (ED) 31/12/2023 2025
Mepanipyrim Not approved (ED) 20/05/2024
Dimethomorph Not approved (ED) 20/05/2024
Metribuzin Not approved (ED) 24/11/2024



Other MRL 
developments in 
Europe
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Impact of EU reviews
Toxicological Reference Values

• Over recent years, EFSA’s evaluation has resulted in the change of the toxicological
reference values for many substances (20+ substances impacted since 2023)

• Reduced ADI values

• Setting new values for ARfD

• Changes apply to approved and non-approved substances in EU

• Reference values not always aligned with CODEX (generally more conservative)

• IMPACT

• Significant impact on the risk cup

• Many MRLs reduced to LOQ

• Other MRLs to be reduced or deleted – but which commodities impacted?

◦ Competition concerns between companies, commodities and countries

Risk ‘basket’ is
getting smaller...
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Targeted review of older substances
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Substance
EU approval 

expiry

20
22

Chlorfenapyr 2001
Fenpropathrin 2002
Profenofos 2002
Endosulfan 2005
Diazinon 2007
Azocyclotin 2008
Cyhexatin 2008
Dicofol 2008
Fenarimol 2008
Bifenthrin 2019

20
26

Phorate 2002
Methoprene 2002
Terbufos 2002
Quinclorac 2004
Carbaryl 2007
Pyrasulfotole Never
Saflufenacil Never

EU carries out targeted review of substances non-approved in EU

Mandate 1 - June 2022
azocyclotin, bifenthrin, chlorfenapyr, cyhexatin, diazinon,
dicofol, endosulfan, fenarimol, fenpropathrin, profenofos
• March 2023 - EFSA opinion
• February 2024 – Call for data organised
• October 2027: Deadline for evaluation

Mandate 2 - March 2026
carbaryl, methoprene, phorate, pyrasulfotole, quinclorac, 
saflufenacil, terbufos
• Timelines for consultation and evaluation to be finalised

Mandate 3 – 2027/2028?

IMPACT?: No amendments to MRLs to date – but longer term impact possible...



Situation in United Kingdom

• Great Britain left the EU in January 2020
• Existing EU crop protection & MRL legislation laws continue to apply in Great Britain

• GB now makes its own impemention legislation
◦ Faster approval of new active substances in GB, with MRLs

• But new EU legislation adopted since 2020 does not apply in GB
◦ Recent changes in MRLs don’t apply in UK

• UK-EU now looking to re-set SPS agreement to support trade
• UK closer alignment with EU rules expected

◦ How and when will they re-align?

◦ What impact on production and exportation?

• Uncertainty on possible timelines and impact…
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They are not 
the only 
ones…

Final reflections

Trade relations
aren’t getting easier

Welcome to the
2020’s!

EU wants to 
have free 

trade
But want 

to make all 
the rules…

Does anyone 
remember the 
good old days 

when the WTO 
was a ‘thing’…
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Thank you Euros Jones
euros.jones@erm.com
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