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Assisting Specialty Crop Exports (ASCE) at

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service

- $31 million in ten active projects
to address non-tariff trade barriers //[,4
facing U.S. specialty crops

« FAS ASCE projects respond to "ﬁ *’
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FAS MRL Resources and Projects

MRL Quick Reference MRL Database — Starter
Sheets — 60 crops, top Plan access for U.S.
export markets specialty crops industry

Codex MRLs for U.S.
specialty crops

Pesticide and MRL Policy
Regulatory Collaboration
in SE Asia, Latin America,
Africa, and APEC (North
Asia, Australia)

FAS Resources: Trade

Import tolerances to Policy, Overseas Posts,
facilitate trade GAIN Reports, FAS

funding opportunities
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MRL Quick Reference Sheets

- Many U.S. grower groups raised the need for
more easily accessible foreign MRLs information

- ASCE developed MRL Quick Reference
Sheets for 60 specialty crops and top export
markets

 Free, easy to download, no login
- Please help us spread the word!
- http://mriquicksheets.foodchainid.com
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MRL Quick Reference Sheet for Almonds

Updated on January 30, 2025

This resource for U.S. specialty crop exporters was funded by the USDA Foreign Agricultural Service's initiative: Assisting Specialty Crop Experts (ASCE).
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MRL Database Access Updates

- All U.S.-based entities can register to view the latest MRLs
through the FoodChainID Regulatory Limits database for free

« For 300 specialty crops in the top 50 countries/markets

- Users must register for an account with “Starter” level of access to
utilize this USDA-funded subscription.

- Register here for access: https://go.foodchainid.com/BC-Starter

 Additional information is available at https://fas.usda.gov/maximum-
residue-limits-mrl-database

- Funded through support from the USDA Foreign Agricultural Service.
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RL Deferral Pathways

Understanding MRL regulatory frameworks and
deferral pathways creates more transparency for
trade

« Updating the 2019 APEC Compendium of Government
Administration in Setting Maximum Residue Limits for
Pesticides; Updated report will be published this summer

« Compiling MRL regulations for Asia-Pacific (APEC) region,
Southeast Asia, Latin America, and Africa

» Erica.Johnston@usda.gov would welcome industry partners to shape the final tool

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service
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More Specialty Crop Codex MRLs

- Codex is a priority for U.S. agriculture stakeholders

- Codex MRLs are adopted and/or referenced by most
countries and have a global impact

« FAS is funding the preparation of data packages for
nomination of specialty crop MRLs to Codex JMPR

 JMPR is the Joint Expert Meeting on Pesticide Residues
which makes recommendations to the Codex Committee on
Pesticides Residues
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Global MRL Regulatory Collaboration

- Promote risk-based pesticide regulatory approaches and MRLs
iIn Southeast Asia, Latin America, Africa, and North Asia/APEC

- Trade-facilitative MRL Deferral Pathways
« Crop Grouping principles
- MRL exemptions for biopesticides and minimum risk products

- New import tolerances in progress for Korea, Japan, Australia,
Taiwan, Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore
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Use of Crop Groups

Crop grouping allows more MRLs to be established
when data is generated on representative crops

* Working with countries to understand Codex crop group and
U.S. EPA crop group MRLs, and adopt crop grouping
principles in regulations;

 Technical Training on Codex Guidelines of Extrapolation of
MRLs to Commodity Groups (CXG 84-2012)

* Reduce reliance on default values through the adoption of
crop group MRLs
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Biopesticide demand and adoption are up;
international guidelines and science-based policy on Q
pesticides

biopesticide registration help farmers access more

tools ‘
« Compiling reference lists of exempt products

* Development of continental biopesticide guidelines within the

« Familiarizing trading partners with the Codex guidance on
MRL exemptions for biopesticides and minimum risk
African Union; Southern African Development Community

(SADC) approved regional guidelines
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Import Tolerances in Export Markets ﬂR
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Import MRLs provide allowances for the trade of safe
food when an MRL is not set or referred to by a

country
« Submitting import tolerance applications in Korea, Japan,
Australia, and Taiwan for key crop/chemical combinations
identified by U.S. specialty crop trade associations
« USDA-ASEAN Import MRL pilot project’s is using the
streamlined and transparent APEC Import MRL guidelines in
reviewing and recommending import MRLs

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service
Sl U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE




Southeast Asia Import Tolerances

« Southeast Asia: ITs established and in process:
» Grapes/ Trifloxystrobin

* Cherries/ Spinetoram and Cyflufenamid

* Hops/ Chlorantraniliprole

* Blueberries/ Zeta-cypermethrin

 Cranberries/ Bifenthrin and Clethodim

* Apples and pears (pome fruit group)/ Pyriproxyfen and
Cyflufenamid

- More ITs planned for the coming year
* Let us know specific missing MRLs in SE Asial

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service

S .S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE



Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops

« FY26 NOFO: Still accepting rolling applications: June 30, 2026
« See NOFO at: https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/358615

- Recent residue related TASC-funded Projects:

 Alternative treatments and residue mitigation to maintain market
access for sweet potato and ginseng to key export markets

« Sodium ortho-phenylphenate (SOPP) approval in Korea to reopen the
market for Florida grapefruit

» Pesticide MRL regulatory collaboration in Southeast Asia

» Regulatory policies for biopesticides and Generally Recognized as
Safe (GRAS) products for U.S. commodities exported to Asia

* Development of data packages for missing MRLs to Korea for citrus
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Foreign Agricultural Service

- Nearly 100 Overseas FAS Post

« Contact details at FAS Internati

Offices Directory:
https://www.fas.usda.qgov/international-offices W

« GAIN Reports on all major export o
markets — regulations, standards, S
production issues, sector reports é

4

- U.S. export and import data: GATS
We welcome your feedback and input: ASCEadmin@usda.gov

© 2023 Mapbox © OpenStreetMap
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Your USDA ASCE Team

« FAS ASCE Coordination and Project Development
« Elizabeth Leonardi and Jill Luxenberg
FAS Global Programs / Trade and Regulatory Capacity Building Division

« ASCE Workstreams Contacts
* Erica Johnston - Pesticide MRLs Projects Lead

 Andrew Stephens - Packaging Policy Issues

 Many technical staff at FAS and USDA: FAS Plant Division
and Processed Products Division, FAS Posts, U.S. Codex Office,
FAS/GP/Program Operations Division (POD), USDA's Office of the Chief
Economist, USDA Office of Pest Management Policy, USDA ARS, APHIS
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ASCE Packaging Innovation Program

- FAS Partners: Clemson University and
Foundation for Fresh Produce (IFPA)

- $10 million towards packaging technologies and
innovations to help U.S. growers meet emerging
export market requirements - EU and Canada

« 29 projects funded so far, more coming soon

« Opportunities for specialty crop producers and
packaging industry collaboration
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Thanks for your collaboration!

Thank you to our team and all our partners working to
facilitate the trade of safe and nutritious food!
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