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N2 IN1962, 3 joint Secretariat was created, making it one of the largest and
F§*® most active organisations in Brussels for the past 60 years.
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Mission
To ensure a viable, innovative,
competitive EU agriculture and
agri-food sector guaranteeting

food security to half a billion
people throughout Europe.

799 Objective

Promoting European farmers

and agri-cooperatives views to
influence EU decision-making

process and public opinion.




Quick reminder about EU legislation

Article 288 TFEU

Regulation
Directive
Decision

Recommendation
Opinion

Regulation

- Binding - EU
- General application

- Does not need transposition to

national legislation format -
direct and equal application in
all Member States

Directive

- Binding — MS addressed

- Needs transposition to national

legislation format

- MS — choice of form & methods




Rem inder:current plant protection

legislation in the EU

Putting plant
protection products
in the market

Regulation
1107/2009

On sustainable
use of Pesticides
(“SU D”)

Directive
2009/128

on Mmaximum residue
levels of pesticidesin
or on food and feed of
plant and animal
origin

Regulation
396/2005




Green Deal’s state of play (May 2025)
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Green Deal priorities (May 2025)

*Clean Energy

* Sustainable Mobility
% Green Industry

* Circular Economy

* Building Renovation

**Sustainable Food and Agriculture

* Implement the Farm to Fork Strategy to create a “fair, healthy, and
environmentally friendly food system.

* Promote “greener farming practices to protect the environment
while ensuring food security.

* Blodiversity and Zero Pollution




Reminder: Farm to Fork - Main Goals

*Make the “EU food system sustainable, ensuring food
security while reducing environmental impact.”

*Align agriculture with the European Green Deal and
climate neutrality by 2050.

*Ensure “fair economic returns for farmers while
promoting healthier and more sustainable diets.”




Reminder: Farm to Fork Strategy Specific Goals

Plant protection products Biocontrol tools MRLs and Import Tolerances Regulatory Approach

Reduce chemical pesticide use and risk
by 50% by 2030.

Reduce the use of more hazardous
pesticides by 50% by 2030.

Promote non-chemical alternatives,
including biocontrol methods and low-
risk substances.

\’Q Strengthen Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) to minimize reliance on chemical
pesticides.

Promote low-risk pesticides and speed up
their approval process.

Encourage research and innovation into
biological control methods and precision
farming to reduce chemical dependency.

Enhance funding for alternative plant
protection solutions through Horizon
Europe and CAP funding.

Align import standards with EU pesticide
bans, ensuring that products from outside
the EU do not contain residues of
substances banned in the EU.

Implement a "mirror clauses" approach in
trade agreements to prevent double
standards.

Strengthen the precautionary principle in
food safety and pesticide approval
processes.

Strengthen sustainability requirements in
the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).

Introduce stricter risk assessments for
pesticide approvals.

Improve data collection and monitoring of
pesticide use in the EU.

Innovation & Digital Farming

Support the development of precision
agriculture to optimize pesticide use.

Invest in digital tools, Al, and satellite
monitoring to enhance sustainable
farming practices.

Encourage carbon farming and reward
farmers for sustainable practices.



Main outcomes ofthe F2F so far

affecting plant protection in the EU

*Proposal for a Regulation on Sustainable Use of Plant
Protection Products — withdrawn (February 2024)

*Commission’s Implementing Regulation 2023/564 on
as regards the content and format of the records of
plant protection products kept by professional users

pursuant to Regulation 1107/2009 - entry into force Tst
January 2026

. *Proposal for an “Export ban” of hazardous pesticides -
¥  draft in development




The Strategic Dialogue for EU
Agriculture
(September 2024)




Ursula von der Leyen in September 2023, mainly to reflect a needed change of method on agricultural issues in the face of the

WHY?

The strategic dialogue on the future of agriculture was above all a change of approach. The Commission, under the leadership of
Prof. Strofschneider, has conducted a series of consultations between the key partners in the agricultural debate in Brussels in an
attempt to produce a series of clear technical recommendations on the EU's future agricultural policy guidelines. In terms of
content, this led to the production of a report of more than a hundred pages taking into account all complexities of agricultural
and food production. The report's recommendations should now serve Ursula von der Leyen as her plan for the sector, announced
for the first 100 days of her mandate.

As such, this report is not a legislative proposal. The European Parliament, Council, and many stakeholders that have not
participated to this process will have to be heard and their comments taken into account.

The President of the European Commission has selected 29 representatives from the world of agriculture, academia and
NGOs to directly participate in this dialogue and has opened an online contribution space for stakeholders wishing to
propose additional contributions. Presidents of COPA, COGECA and GEOPA have been involved on a personal basis in this
strategic dialogue.
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The launch of the idea of a strategic dialogue on the future of agriculture was designed and presented by Commission President

blockages caused by the top-down and problematic approach proposed in the context of the Farm to Fork strategy in particular.
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Time to change is now

Attractive rural areas are of crucial importance
for food security, the future viability

5 . 72 \O/ Cooperation and dialogue across
SFaeiety; and Hbeml demotiacy the food value chain are critical
R I . 9 o/
The shift towards balanced diets 1 \ e ‘ \

that are healthier and Policy measures must be coherent and
more sustainable is essential for create powerful enabling environments
a successful transition based on fruitful synergies

THE 10 GUIDING
The opportunities of technology and \\ \ Food and agricultural production play
innovation should be leveraged to e o PULITICAL PRINCIPLES s / a strategic role in the new geopolitical
support the transition towards context, as an essential part of

more sustainable agri-food systems | | AGREED BY ALL - O/European security
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The role of young people in agriculture
and rural areas and the diversity of
European food and farming systems
are an important asset

Markets should drive sustainability
and value creation across the chain and
better internalize externalities

Economic, environmental and
social sustainability can reinforce each other
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General provisions from the Strategic

Dialogue on Plant Health and Plant
Protection

*Promoting sustainable agricultural practices:

* Emphasis is placed on promoting practices that improve plant
health, highlighting the need to reduce reliance on chemical

pesticides and fertilisers.

* The transition to sustainable and ecological alternatives is
essential to protect both crops and biodiversity.

** Better crisis management:

* The dialogue highlights the importance of developing tools and
strategies for phytosanitary crisis management, especially in
response to emerging risks such as new plant pests and diseases

aggravated by climate change.




Specific provisions from the Strategic Dialogue on
Plant Health and Plant Protection

Reduction of use of Increase the uptake of “Export ban” for

conventional pesticides biocontrol tools hazardous Pesticides +
reduction of import
tolerances

- Accelerate biocontrol
Promote reduced pesticide adoption with fast-track Ban exports of banned

use and external inputs for . hazardous pesticides to
authorizations and

sustainability. knowledge sharing third countries.

Reduce import tolerances

Encourage sustainable Develop a legislative
: : : to near-zero for non-EU
alternatives to chemical framework for biocontrol by :
- authorized substances
pesticides. 2025

present in imports




Commission’s Vision for EU’s
Agriculture and Food (February 2025)




Context

* A vision for Europe’s agri-food system for 2040 and beyond

* A roadmap to guide EU action to ensure that all policies work in step
with this vision

* Supports the delivery of the EU Competitiveness Compass,
overarching flagship initiative to boost EU competitiveness

* Builds on : Draghi, Letta, Niniisto reports, conclusions of the EU
Heads of State and Government, conclusions of Belgian Council
Presidency on the future of agriculture (2024), 2024 Council
Conclusions on the future of the CAP

* The Commission will report regularly to all EU Institutions on the
progress regarding successful delivery of the various initiatives.




Structure

*Four Fundamental Flagship Actions

*Work Strands under each Flagship Action
*Flanking elements : Simplification and Innovation
*New way of working : Building Trust and Dialogue

EBAF, CDGs (reviewed to guarantee more meaningful and
effective participation in the design of future policies), EU
CAP Network, Annual Youth Policy Dialogues, going
deeper on the ground all over the EU




4 main flagship actions &respective work strands
ofthe Vision

Building an attractive sector that

ensures a fair standard of living A competitive and resilient sector
and leverages new income in the face of global challenges
opportunities

Future proofing the agri-food Valuing food and fostering fair
sector that works hand in hand living and working conditions in
with nature vibrant rural areas

Fair living and working conditions

Fair and equitable food chain D|ver5|fy|ng SLjerely cha|_ns anql. Where qgcarbonlsatlon aqd across European rural and coastal
promoting transformative resilience competitiveness go hand in hand areas
Towards fairer global competition : Valuing food: reestablishing the
Fairer and better targeted public global and bilateral cooperation & L . . essential link between farming,
. Incentivising sustainability - .
support the Union framework for a territory and food and harnessing
competitive agri-food sector the power of innovation
!.everagmg the opportunities of Preparedness and risk-proofing agri- Farming and nature
innovation that rewards food sector
Building an ambitious investment Supporting the resilience of
- agenda agricultural markets
: Fostering entrepreneurship: a new Reducing red tape to foster a

generational renewal strategy competitive agri-food sector



Plant protection —Main Points
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The Commission will ensure that the most hazardous pesticides banned in the EU for health and
environmental reasons are not allowed back to the EU through imported products (+ /mpact
assessment)

The Commission will also assess the issue of the export of hazardous chemicals, including
pesticides, that are banned in the EU27.

Farmers need a more advanced toolbox to be able to farm in a sustainableway and achieve the set
objectives.

EU ambition to reduce the use of harmful pesticides.

% The Commission will therefore carefully consider any further ban of pesticides if alternatives
are not available within a reasonable time and at reasonable cost, unless the pesticide in
question represents a threat to human health or to the very biotopes' agriculture relies upon for
its viability.

The Commission will in 2025 put forward a proposal that accelerates the access to biopesticides
onto the EU market — including a definition of biocontrol “active substances” + provisional
authorisations before full authorisation is granted

The role of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) will have to be reinforced with additional
resources to speed up harmonised assessment procedures — facilitate access of safe PPPs to the
market




Comparative table (F2F-SD-Vision)

Farm to Fork Strategy (2020) StrategchI;Lz:lng;::J i:?zg:.)': HEUrS of Vision for Agriculture and Food (2025)

Transition to a sustainable food system with  Balancing sustainability with economic Ensure attractiveness, competitiveness, and
General Goal ambitious reduction targets for viability for farmers; focus on engagement resilience of EU farming while simplifying
environmental impact. with stakeholders. policies.

Targeted 50% reduction in chemical pesticide Acknowledgment of farmers’ concerns; calls Focus on simplification of rules and faster
use by 2030. for realistic and feasible targets. approval of alternatives.

Assessment of import standards to ensure
consistency with EU bans on hazardous
substances.

Y g s e [ BV B0 | =T B A [T Tel g Strict alignment of MRLs with EU pesticide  Stronger emphasis on reciprocity in trade (EU
Standards bans to avoid double standards in imports.  farmers should not be disadvantaged).

Promote low-risk and non-chemical " . Plan to define biocontrol, introduce fast-track
) Recognition of need for more alternatives; .
alternatives but no fast-track approval approvals, and allow provisional

discussions on streamlining approval. L
system. g app authorizations.

Tightened regulations with strong Call for pragmatism and dialogue with Simplification of rules, reducing bureaucracy
environmental emphasis. farmers and industry. while maintaining safety standards.

Support for precision agriculture and digital Encouragement of innovation but with focus Proposal for an EU Digital Strategy for
tools. on economic feasibility. Agriculture in 2025.




Copa and Cogeca’s Guiding Principles:
Plant protection for the mandate 2024-
2029 (February 2025)




Purpose ofthe Guiding Principles

Advocate on the need of filling the farmers toolbox in a
safe, effective and affordable way, by addressing key
bottlenecks and legislative challenges




Current Challenges

*Decline of Plant Protection Products and lack of
alternatives

*Growing threat from climate change and new pests
*Impacting economic sustainability
%« Specialty crops!

o2

*Developing biocontrol alternatives takes too much time



Key priorities and recommendations

for action

% Acceleration of research and innovation

% Optimising the Regulatory processes

*% Ensure an authorisation and re-authorisation system based on a risk-Benefit analysis
% Provide transitional solutions for technical impasses

*# The need for an independent science-based approval process for biocontrol and low-risk
tools

% Supporting farmers and promoting cooperation
* Addressing climate-related challenges

% Protecting European farmers against distortions of competition from third countries,
for fairer international trade

* MRLs vs Import Tolerances




Conclusion

*If the EU is serious about ensuring food security,
sustainability, and competitiveness, all actors must act

NOW.

* A well-balanced approach—one that integrates
InNnovation, streamlined regulation, and strong farmer
support—is essential.

* By working together, we can ensure that European
agriculture remains productive, resilient, and ready for
the challenges ahead.
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Thank you for your attention!

Paula de Vera

@pauladeveraccl

Paula.Devera@copa-cogeca.eu WWww.CoOpQ-cogecqa.eu
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