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MEXICÓs PESTICIDES’ REGULATORY 

FRAMEWORK



• New  administration  since October  2024

• Main competent  authorities  remain  the 
same

• No regulatory  nor responsibility  changes  
within  the authorities  so far 

GENERAL OVERVIEW 



PESTICIDES REGULATORY FRAMEWORK IN MEXICO

6
Laws

12
Regulations

30
TECHNICAL 
STANDARDS

HUMAN HEALTH PLANT HEALTH/EFFICACY

GENERAL LAW OF HEALTH

PLAFEST REGULATION

LABOR TRANSPORTATIONENVIRONMENT

Mexican Official Standard. NOM-082-SAG-FITO/SSA1-
2017. Maximum residue limits . Technical guidelines and 
procedure for authorization and revisión. 

EXAMPLE

Laws

Regulations

Technical
standards



PLAFEST-PESTICIDE REGISTRATION PROCESS



Pesticide Registration process in Mexico

• Mandatory  before  putting  any product  on the  
market .

• Issued in a coordinated  scheme  between  three  
competent  authorities : the Ministry  of  Health  
through  COFEPRIS, the Ministry  of  Agriculture  
through  SENASICA and the Ministry  of  Environment  
and Natural  Resources .

• Its main objective  is to demonstrate  the safety  and 
efficacy  of  the products  with  acceptable  
environmental  risks. 

SANITARY 
REGISTRY OF 
PESTICIDES



Regulation on Registries, Import and Export 
Authorizations and Export Certificates of Pesticides, 
Plant Nutrients and Toxic or Hazard ous Substances 

and Materials (2014)

Establishes the requirements  and procedures  for  the registration,  import  and  
export  authorization  and  exp ort  certificates  issuance , of  pesticides,  plant  
nutrients  and toxic  or hazardous  substances  and materials .

In the registration  process  of  pesticides  and plant  nutrients,  COFEPRIS requires  the 
technical  opinion  of  SEMARNAT.  For pesticides  destined  to be use in agriculture  and 
livestock  and for  plant  nutrients,  requires  the technical  opinion  of  SADER.



Reception of re g is try
application in COFEPRIS

COFEPRIS se nds
docum e ntation to

SEMARNAT or SADER or
both

SEMARNAT and  SADER 
inform COFEPRIS in case  

m ore  inform ation is
ne e de d

COFEPRIS notifie s the
applicant if it ne e ds m ore  

inform ation
Applicant pre se nts the
re que ste d inform ation

COFEPRIS inform s
SEMARNAT/ SADER that 

the inform ation is
com ple te  so the y can 
issue the ir te chnical

opinion

SEMARNAT AND SADER 
issue the ir te chnical

opinión and  se nd it to
COFEPRIS

COFEPRIS issue s the final 
de cis ion

5 BD 50 BD

80 BD
60 BD5 BD

25 BD 40 BD
THE PROCESS SHOULD 

TAKE A MAXIMUM OF 
180  BUSINESS DAYS

MAIN PROCEDURE



PROCEDURES THAT ARE INCLUDED

Pesticides

a)Che m ical-Te chnical and Form ulate d

b) Bioche m ical

c) Microb ials , Botanicals and Misce lane ous

For agriculture , house hold , fore stry, b ioc id e ,
garde ning , live stock, urban and public he alth

Plant nutrients

a) Fe rtilize rs
b) Growth re gulators
c) Inoculants
d ) Soil im prove rs
e ) Soil hum e ctants

Type s of products that 
re quire re g istra tion



TECHNICAL DOCUMENTS REQUIRED (Art. 12)
Exam ple  for Form ulate d  che m ical pe stic ide s  for 
ag riculture  and  fore stry

DOCUMENT

Ide ntity and  com position

Physicoche m ical p rope rtie s

Draft labe l

Copy of the  te chnica l op inion for b iolog ical e ffe c tive ne ss issue d  by SAGARPA 
(SADER)
Maxim um  re sidue  lim it for e ach re que ste d  crop

Hazard  ca te gory accord ing  to corre spond ing  p rovisions



MRLs in MEXICO



PROCEDURE FOR ESTABLISHING MRLs

NOM-082-SAG-FITO/SSA1 -2017. Maximum residue limits. Technical guidance and procedures for 
authorization and review

Establishes  the technical  guidelines  and procedures  for  the authorization  of  maximum  residue  limits  
of  chemical  pesticides  for  agricultural  use  for  registration  and use purposes . Import  MRLs are  not  
the  subject  of  this  Standard .

This Standard  is mandatory  throughout  the  territory  of  Mexico  and applies  to entities  who  request  the  
registration  of  chemical  pesticides  for  agricultural  use for  purposes  of  use in our country .

AGENCIES RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING AND ENFORCING THE MAXIMUM RESIDUE LIMITS:

COFEPRIS/SADER.

There has been  meetings  with  the previous  and current  administration  to review  the import  
tolerance  provision .

They are reviewing  it so we  can have their  feedback  in the following  months  with  regards  to a 
potential  MRL/import  tolerance  procedure .



INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES USED FOR MRLs IN MEXICO
NOM-082 establishes  the  Technical  guidelines  for  establishing  an MRL (DURING THE 
REGISTRATION PROCESS)

The authorization  of  an MRL may be based  without  distinction  on MRLs from  any of  the  
following  sources :

 Field  studies  carried  out  in national  territory .

 Codex  Alimentarius  (FAO/WHO)  

 Environmental  Protection  Agency  of  the United  States of  America  (EPA) (Definitive  and 
temporary)

 Canadian Pest Management  Regulatory  Agency  (PMRA)

 Member  countries  of  the European  Community

 Member  countries  of  the OECD

 Brazil,  Argentina  and Japan

        MRLs generated  for  the  national  territory,  derived  from  field  studies  carried  out  in the  
previous  countries



1. Propose d  MRL calcula te d  accord ing  to OCDE guid e line s or CODEX or othe r s ta tis tical 
m e thodology.

2. Die tary risk analysis

3. Re sidue  s tudy 

PROCEDURE FOR ESTABLISHING MRLs

For the  proposals  that  involve  field  studies

For the  proposals  from  other  references

1. Propose d  MRL 

2. Die tary risk analysis

3. Copy of the  offic ia l pub lication of the  com pe te nt authority of the  country of re fe re nce  
with the  inform ation of the  authorize d  MRL

4. Use  patte rn analysis

When COFEPRIS issues the final decisión authorizing the registry of the product , it means that the
proposed MRL is also authorized . 

Submit  the  information  as part  of  the  registry  application  under  PLAFEST.



Consulta registros de plaguicidas y nutrientes

https://siipris03.cofepris.gob.mx/Resoluciones/Consultas/ConWebRegPlaguicida.asp
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