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OUTLINE
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 Role of the U.S. Codex Office and 
the U.S. Codex Program

 CCPR U.S. Delegation 

 U.S. JMPR Representation



U.S. CODEX OFFICE
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for the USA
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U.S. CODEX PROGRAM CONTRIBUTIONS  
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• Attends every committee meeting
• Participates in every EWG, VWG and PWG
• Develops U.S. Positions and Comments on existing work
• Develops priority goals and strategizes on potential new work

Codex Work

• Provides experts to scientific advice bodies
• Supports reviews with data and financial resources

Expert Bodies

CCPR

JMPR
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 U.S. Delegate 
(Del)

Aaron Niman, 
EPA/OPP

 U.S. Alt. Delegate 
(Alt)

Alex Domesle, 
USDA/FSIS

 USDA Codex 
Office Rep

Marie Maratos Bhat, 
USDA/US Codex 
Office

 USDA/FAS Barakat Mahmoud, 
USDA/FAS

 FDA Sara McGrath, 
FDA/HFP

 IR-4 
(Classifications)

Bill Barney, IR-4

Del

Alt

U.S. GOVERNMENT DELEGATION TO CCPR



ROLE IN ADVOCATING 
FOR U.S. STAKEHOLDERS
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Stakeholder Engagement: Involve U.S. and International Stakeholders

U.S. CCPR Direction Setting: Participate in CCPR working groups 
throughout calendar year

CCPR Plenary Leadership: Advance U.S. interests and strategic 
priorities during plenary

Outreach: Exchange positions and develop common strategies for the 
session to ensure success
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U.S. CCPR 
INTEREST GROUP

• Managed by U.S. Delegation and used 
to engage with U.S. stakeholders

• Includes 60+ representatives from 
Federal Agencies and Non-Government 
organizations, including trade 
associations, growers, and registrants

• Join us if you are not already a member
Strategic Planning

 Near/long-term strategic priorities
 Strengthen harmonization
 Expand capacity and improve efficiency of 

CCPR/JMPR

Stakeholder Input on 
CCPR Activities 

 Electronic Working Groups
 Circular Letters
 Position Papers

MRL Nomination & 
Evaluation Process 

 MRL Nominations
 Data Call Notifications
 Concern Forms



JOINT MEETING ON PESTICIDE 
RESIDUES (JMPR)
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JMPR is an international body        
of experts that helps ensure that 
the pesticide MRLs considered     

by CCPR are science-based and 
align with the risk analysis 

principles of Codex

JMPR consists of two panels of 
experts that work in concert to 

assess consumer risk to potential 
exposure to pesticide residues:  

FAO Panel evaluates residues in 
foods and feeds                              

(i.e., exposure considerations) 

WHO Panel evaluates                 
toxicity of residues                                           

(i.e., hazard consideration)
USA typically sends one expert  

to each panel.  

Recently additional experts 
attended FAO Panel for 

training/continuity purposes.



JMPR SUPPORT AND 
ENGAGEMENT
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Recognize that its 
independence and expertise 
are essential to the credibility 

and global acceptance of 
Codex MRLs. 

We support active US 
participation to ensure that U.S. 

regulatory scientists are 
represented on the JMPR expert 

panels.

Engage on cross-cutting 
scientific and risk management 
issues that may impact JMPR’s 
evaluation approach and the 

subsequent adoption of MRLs 
by CCPR. 

JMPR recently announced 
potential changes to its dietary 
exposure assessment methods. 

The US delegation raised 
transparency issues and is closely 
monitoring future developments 

in collaboration with US 
stakeholders.

Coordinate with JMPR on 
longer-term strategic planning 

and operational issues, 
improvements in planning, 

resource needs, and evaluation 
capacity. 

The US Delegation is currently 
leading an electronic Working 

Group (EWG) and has engaged 
with JMPR on opportunities to 
enhance its evaluation process. 



THANK
YOU!

 Marie Maratos Bhat  

 202-412-7901

 Marie.maratosbhat@usda.gov  

 www.usda.gov/codex

 https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/ 
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