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SE Asia - FAS Projects
• MRL Collaboration (CABI)
• ASCE MRL Projects (CABI)
• Pesticide regulatory 

harmonization (CropLife Asia)
• Minimum Risk Pesticides (Ag 

Aligned Global) TASC-funded
• STDF Biopesticides

One Team



Multilateral Engagements - ASEAN

• ASEAN Technical Working Group for iMRLs (import MRLs)
• Established import tolerances already for: 

• Trifloxystrobin – Table grape (3 mg/kg) 
• Chlorantraniliprole – Hop (40 mg/kg) 
• Spinetoram – Cherry (0.09 mg/kg) 
• Zeta-cypermethrin – Blueberry (0.8 mg/kg)

• Working on bifenthrin – cranberry (1.5 mg/kg) and clethodim - cranberry (0.5 mg/kg) and…
• Collaboration with the Expert Working Group

• Risk Communication
• Improve risk communication on pesticides and MRLs using the APEC Food Safety Risk 

Communication Framework

Support predictable and risk-based MRL systems in Southeast Asia (ASEAN) 
and establish import MRLs for U.S. specialty crops



Bilateral Engagements

Support national policies and 
processes for risk-based MRLs

• Philippines
• Thailand
• Vietnam
• Malaysia
• Indonesia

Support predictable and risk-based MRL systems in Southeast Asia (ASEAN) 
and establish import MRLs for U.S. specialty crops



Pesticide Management Harmonization
• FAS Partner: CropLife Asia

• Ensures predictability and expanded opportunities for U.S. exporters by preventing trade 
barriers caused by missing and misaligned pesticide MRLs and ensuring adherence to 
risk-based pesticide management systems that facilitate predictable market access. 

• The ASEAN Bio-Efficacy Task Force (ABETF) supports regional development of a 
common protocol for efficacy trials for pesticides and biopesticides that will facilitate data 
sharing between countries and expedite regulatory reviews of newer effective tools for 
farmers that will reduce barriers to trade. 

• Builds on harmonized protocols for other workstreams and supports shared protocols 
and exchange of data which strengthens the ASEAN risk assessment capacity

• This work is jointly funded by FAS and CropLife



Minimum Risk Pesticides
• FAS Partner: Ag Aligned Global
• Countries: Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Thailand, and Pakistan
• The project aims to establish policies and procedures in targeted Asian markets 

for recognizing biopesticides and pesticides exempt from MRLs for U.S. 
specialty crops to prevent disruptions in trade of U.S. commodities.  

• Expands work from chemical pesticide focus to account for biopesticides and 
exempt products as U.S. farmers increasingly incorporate these low-risk 
pesticides into their IPM programs and residue mitigation strategies. 

• Align biopesticide/exempt products policy using the Codex guidelines for MRPs
• This work is funded by FAS through the Technical Assistance for Specialty 

Crops (TASC) Program



STDF Biopesticides Projects
• Standards and Trade Development Facility with support by FAS
• Three regional projects – Asia and Africa completed, and currently 

working on Latin America
• Aim is to promote biopesticide registrations and to help mitigate pesticide 

residue violations in trade through the use of non-residue biopesticides at 
the end of the growing season

• Also aims to bolster IPM programs in countries
• Ultimate goal is to have biopesticides used locally and to promote novel 

approaches to addressing MRLs in international trade



Thank you!       
ASCEadmin@usda.gov
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