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INTRODUCTION M

* 66% of the total number of containers exported from Ecuador carry

bananas.

* 5000 containers of bananas weekly, of which 29.47% go to the European

Union.

* Concern: impact of the EU’s Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) regulations on
agricultural commodities from outside the EU, and more specifically, the

banana industry in Ecuador.

* Specific case: decision of the EU to ban the fungicide Mancozeb, a key input

in hanamnas nradii~rtinn
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THE EU’s MRL FRAMEWORK AND THE GREEN DEAL STRATEGY M

* Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 = Applied to imported products.

* MRLs determined by scientific assessments from the European Food Safety

Authority (EFSA), taking into account toxicity and dietary exposure.

* Green Deal and the Farm to Fork Strategy

* Objectives: reducing the use of chemical pesticides by 50% by 2030.

* |Introduction of mirror clauses
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CASE STUDY: THE MANCOZEB BAN
IN THE EU
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WHAT IS MANCOZEB? 7

Mancozeb is a contact, multi-site, protectant fungicide belonging to the dithiocarbamate group.
It is known for:
Preventing fungal spore germination.
Providing broad-spectrum control against over 400 diseases across more than 70 crops.
Being cost-effective.
Releasing zinc and manganese to improve crop health.

Having low resistance risk, as no resistance has been detected even after decades of use.

In banana farming, Mancozeb is important and efficient for controlling Black Sigatoka, a
destructive fungal disease that thrives in tropical climates like the one in Ecuador. Black Sigatoka

can reduce bananayields by 35 to 50 percent.
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THE EU BANS MANCOZEB

October 2020, EU Member States voted not to renew the license for Mancozeb in the EU. The ban

took effect in February 2021.

EFSA classified Mancozeb as:
An endocrine disruptor,

Toxic to reproduction (Category 1B).

Mancozeb became the first pesticide to be banned by the EU because of being linked to

endocrine-disrupting properties.

EFSA’s assessment did not include information on an examination on the use of this substance
on bananas. = This is not only scientifically inconsistent, but also economically and socially

irresponsible
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THE EU BANANA SUPPLY CHAIN: WHO WAS AFFECTED? M

70 percent of the EU’s banana supply comes from Latin America (Ecuador, Colombia, and Costa

Rica). = Bananas are the most traded fruit in the world.

Producers like Del Monte, Chiquita, and Dole, as well as thousands of smallholder farmers, rely

heavily on Mancozeb for disease control.

- In letters to EU officials, we explained that plantations in Latin America depended heavily on
Mancozeb to meet the EU’s banana demand. We emphasized that:

Residue levels in bananas are negligible.

There is no current alternative.

The MRL should remain at the preestablished level at the time - 2 mg/kg.
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CONSEQUENCES OF TIGHTENING MRLs 7

We explained that that reducing the MRL for Mancozeb in imported bananas could have

devastating effects such as:
* Supply disruption.
* Priceincreases.
* Economic fallout.

* Value chain instability and destabilisation.

We also argued we need SHARED RESPONSIBILITY :

- If Europe wants to change the rules, it has to also bear part of the costs.



THE NEED FOR SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

EU’s ambition to lead on sustainable food systems is fair. But that ambition must not be

built on double standards or unilateral decisions.

We urge:

The EU to adopt a risk-based and crop-specific approach when revising MRLs,

Policymakers to consult with producer countries before imposing new import

standards to understand the specificities of other region’s agricultural practices and
realities.

Supermarkets and large retailers to assume shared responsibility throughout the
supply chain, by paying fair prices and co-investing in alternatives

AL'BE
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A WIN: LEGAL CHALLENGES AND SCIENTIFIC OVERSIGHT M

Finally, the ban did not imply a reduction of MRLs.

. October 2024 >the European Court of Justice partially overturned the Commission's

decision to ban the substance in the EU. It found that:

The Commission had relied on outdated scientific evidence.

It failed to consider the updated draft renewal assessment report submitted by
Greece, the Rapporteur Member State at the time.

- Regulatory decisions must be based on up-to-date science.

- Important: revisiting the MRL decision making processes to avoid
devastating consequences.
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CHALLENGES LOOKING FORWARD: M

. EU’s Vision for Agriculture = Possible reduction of MRLs

. MRLs as political tools to alleviate European farmers' discontent
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CONCLUSIONS

MRL reviews based on the Green Deal agenda can pose a critical threat to the banana sector.

Decisions have been made in the past without fully evaluating the specific context of

products in third countries and their specificities.

Restrictions risk supply shortages, price volatility, and economic disruption at a time when

trade globally is already very unstable.
. We advocate for scientific oversight and to avoid the use of MRLs as political tools.

. The future of trade depends on dialogue, cooperation, shared responsibility, and a shared

commitment to fair, science-based regulation.
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