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Assisting Specialty Crop Exports
• $28 million in active projects to 

address non-tariff trade barriers 
facing U.S. specialty crops 

• Challenges and solutions 
identified through input and 
feedback from industry and 
grower groups

• Launched in 2024
• Funding from FY 2023 

Commodity Credit Corporation 
disbursement for foreign market 
development



Your USDA ASCE Team
• FAS ASCE Coordination and Project Development

• Elizabeth Leonardi, Jill Luxenberg, Elisa Fertig
FAS Global Programs / Trade and Regulatory Capacity Building Division

• ASCE Workstreams 
• Lindsay Malecha - Pesticide MRLs Projects Lead
• Andrew Stephens, Anna Walsh - Packaging Innovations Projects
• Many technical staff at FAS and USDA: Plant Division, Processed 

Products Division, FAS Posts, U.S. Codex Office, GP/Program Operations 
Division (POD), USDA's Office of the Chief Economist, USDA Office of 
Pest Management Policy, USDA Agriculture Research Service, APHIS



Ongoing ASCE Projects
• MRL Policy Engagement 

• Fund more Codex MRLs and import tolerances in key markets
• Help importing countries adopt science-based standards that facilitate trade

• Research for Packaging Innovations 
• $10 million investment in research and to help companies adopt solutions to 

meet new packaging requirements in foreign markets
• Development of Exporter Resources 

• Help U.S. exporters better understand foreign food safety systems and 
export requirements, including pesticide MRLs

• Improving International Standards
• Codex Committee for Fats and Oils – Responding to Olive Oil data call



USDA/FAS ASCE-FUNDED PROJECTS RECIPIENT

Latin America MRL and Pesticide Regulatory Engagement IICA

APEC Import MRL Guideline Implementation (North Asia) Ag Aligned Global LLC

Submission of Codex MRLs for Specialty Crops Minor Use Foundation 

Southeast Asia MRL and Pesticide Regulatory Engagement CABI

Africa MRL and Pesticide Regulatory Engagement CABI

ASCE Sustainable Packaging Innovation Lab Clemson University,
Foundation for Fresh Produce (IFPA)

MRL Quick Reference Sheets for U.S. Specialty Crops Bryant Christie, Inc

MRL Database Access for U.S.-based entities FoodChain ID

Responding to Codex Data Call for Updating Olive Oil Standard American Olive Oil Producers Association



MRL Quick Reference Sheets
• Many U.S. grower groups raised the need for more 

easily accessible foreign MRLs information
• ASCE has funded the development of MRL Quick 

Reference Sheets for 60 specialty crops 
• Will be posted: https://mrlquicksheets.foodchainid.com/
• More details on FAS Website: 

https://www.fas.usda.gov/programs/assisting-specialty-crop-exports-asce-initiative/mrl-
resources-and-policy-engagement-support-us-agricultural-producers

• Please help us spread the word about this new resource 
for U.S. specialty crop producers!

https://mrlquicksheets.foodchainid.com/
https://www.fas.usda.gov/programs/assisting-specialty-crop-exports-asce-initiative/mrl-resources-and-policy-engagement-support-us-agricultural-producers
https://www.fas.usda.gov/programs/assisting-specialty-crop-exports-asce-initiative/mrl-resources-and-policy-engagement-support-us-agricultural-producers




Suggestions welcome for additional ASCE 
MRL Quick Reference Sheets

 Available online for free download soon! See FAS website

https://www.fas.usda.gov/programs/assisting-specialty-crop-exports-asce-initiative/mrl-resources-and-policy-engagement-support-us-agricultural-producers


ASCE Sustainable Packaging Innovation Lab
• Research Funding for Packaging Innovations 

• $10 million FAS ASCE investment in research to accelerate 
packaging innovation in support of the U.S. produce sector to 
help companies meet emerging packaging requirements in 
foreign markets

• Covers various stages of product development:
• Applied R&D at laboratory stage to commercializing and 

piloting 
• Technology Accelerator – IFPA Fresh Field Catalyst program 

aimed on scaling innovations for the fresh produce industry
• Scale-up and pilot - to run pilot-scale manufacturing 

projects aimed at commercializing a packaging solution





Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops
• Applications accepted until June 6, 2025 for FY26 funding 

• Details and NOFO available at grants.gov & FAS TASC website. 
• FY25 TASC funding not yet distributed 
• Some Recent TASC-funded Projects on MRL topics

• Sodium ortho-phenylphenate (SOPP) approval in Korea to reopen the 
market for Florida grapefruit

• Pesticide MRL regulatory collaboration in Southeast Asia
• Regulatory policies for biopesticides and Generally Recognized as 

Safe (GRAS) products for U.S. commodities exported to Asia
• Development of data packages for missing MRLs to Korea for citrus

https://www.fas.usda.gov/programs/technical-assistance-specialty-crops-tasc


FAS MRL Projects
FAS's MRL Pesticide and 
Biopesticide Policies for Trade goal: 
Address existing and potential MRL 
trade barriers affecting U.S. specialty 
crop exports and promote foreign 
understanding and support of Codex 
and U.S. risk-based pesticide regulatory 
systems



ASCE MRL Projects Stakeholder Group
Provide strategic input to ASCE MRL projects to meet the 
needs of U.S. exporters

• Met December 2024, April 2025, anticipated mtgs in future
• Members: U.S. specialty crop associations, pesticide industry 

representatives, IR-4, ASCE project implementers, FAS
• MCFA serving as Chair – thanks Jim Cranney! 
• BCI organizing meetings and input from stakeholder group 

(feedback on MRL priorities, missing MRLs by market, etc)
• Thanks for your input and engagement to help make these 

projects relevant and impactful!
• ascemrls@bryantchristie.com



MRL Priority Needs - Survey Results

Market # of Priorities 
Submitted

# of Commodities 
Responding

Codex 125 22
Taiwan 130 21
Japan 76 21
Korea 116 19
Total 447 22



Codex MRLs Project​
• Partner: Minor Use Foundation​
• Goal:  Establish missing Codex MRLs that benefit U.S. 

specialty crop exporters​
• Workstreams:​

• Collect and analyze Codex MRL priorities from U.S. stakeholders for 
U.S. specialty crops​

• Full data from IR-4/other sources​
• Incomplete data​
• No data​

• Prepare and submit dossiers to Codex JMPR based on existing data​
• Align JMPR schedule​

• Conduct residue studies to fill critical data gaps



APEC Import MRL Project
• Partner: Ag Aligned Global and BCI
• Goal: Import MRLs in key APEC economies (Japan, Korea, 

Taiwan) and predictable systems to review and approve MRLs 
throughout APEC

• Workstreams:
• Submit import MRL requests to JP, KO, TW
• Engagement with MRL stakeholders in JP, KO, TW
• Advance uptake of import MRL Guidelines through  APEC

Please join us for tomorrow's afternoon session on MRLs in SE Asia!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second user of the priority list is our APEC MRL project implemented by Ag Aligned Global with BCI. 
This project is specifically focused on getting import MRLs for some of these key crop-chemical combination in those key APEC economies, Japan, Korea and Taiwan in the short term. In the longer term, there is also analysis and work ongoing to ensure there are predictable systems that will provide you all more predictablility as you look to these or other new markets. 
This project is working in a few different ways to deliver specific short term and long term wins. 
Similar to the MUF project, and in coordination with the Foundation, this project is identifying where there is data to support MRL submissions for Korea, Japan and Taiwan.  Will make import MRL submissions throughout the rest of 2025. It can be a lengthy process depending on the country, and it could take up to 2 years with review and submission to establish import MRLs.
Organizing a technical visit to Korea and Japan to meet with FAS staff, registrants, and Japanese/Korean MRL authorities in June. This aims to enhance understanding and dialogue on MRLs and try to identify ways to work together on the submissions and potentially longer term. 
In the longer term, the project aims to identify ways to increase adoption of the APEC import MRL Guidelines. These voluntary APEC guidelines were championed by Australia and aim to simplify MRL requests and reduce the time and cost of establishing import MRLS in these markets by utilizing other countries’ assessments. 
FAS has been working with countries in Southeast Asia including Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia and Philippines on implementing these guidelines to establish new import MRLs. In line with that engagement, we’re delighted to have colleagues from all of these countries here in San Diego to share insights and updates on their MRL systems at a session tomorrow afternoon. This will be a great and informative session and we really hope you can stay for it and find value in engaging with those colleagues who are here with us today. 




Regulatory Reform and ITs in ASEAN
• Partner: CABI
• Goal: Support predictable and risk-based MRL systems in 

Southeast Asia (ASEAN) and establish import MRLs for U.S. 
specialty crops

• Workstreams:
• Establish import MRLs at country and regional level
• Improve national policies and processes for risk-based MRLs
• Improve risk communication on MRLs

• Results:
• Established ITs already for: Trifloxystrobin-Grapes, Chlorantraniliprole-

Hop, Spinetoram-Cherries, Blueberry-zeta-cypermethrin



Regulatory Reform in LAC Project
• Partner: IICA
• Goal: Address existing and potential MRL-related trade barriers 

for U.S. specialty crop exports to Latin America and the 
Caribbean (excluding Mexico)

• Workstreams:
• Approval of trade-facilitative policy on Regional MRL Referral Pathways 

in Central America
• Finalize Chemical Pesticide Registration regional regulation in Central 

America
• Promote trade-facilitative MRL policy in other target markets



Regulatory Reform in Africa Project
• Partner: CABI
• Goal: Support predictable and risk-based MRL systems to 

remove and prevent barriers for exports to growing markets in 
Africa

• Workstreams:
• Understand country and regional MRL deferrals
• Facilitate improvements in national and regional policies 

and processes



We welcome your feedback and input!

• Let FAS know about your trade 
issues – we can help through trade 
policy and programming

• Watch FAS ASCE website 
for proposed project concepts and 
updates

• Join our specialty crop stakeholder 
updates email listserv

• Reach us at: ASCEadmin@usda.gov



Thank you all for your 
continued collaboration 

and input to this 
important work!

Contact us directly:
ASCE Leads : Elizabeth.Leonardi@usda.gov, Jill.Luxenberg@usda.gov
Pesticide MRLs Projects: Lindsay.Malecha@usda.gov; 
Packaging Projects: Andrew.Stephens@usda.gov 

mailto:Elizabeth.Leonardi@usda.gov
mailto:Jill.Luxenberg@usda.gov
mailto:Lindsay.Malecha@usda.gov
mailto:Andrew.Stephens@usda.gov
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