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What is the 
MUF?

OUR VISION
A world where fruits, vegetables, 
nuts, and spices are plentiful and 
affordable for everyone.

OUR MISSION
Achieve greater agricultural 
biodiversity, reduce food waste, 
improve global nutritional outcomes by 
building global partnerships and 
leveraging crop protection 
technologies for the cultivation and 
supply of fruits, vegetables, nuts, and 
spices.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduce yourself, relationship to the MUF, and personal connection to this issue. 

Read aloud the vision statement

Explain the market failure for the registration of crop protection tools for specialty crops, and our work is to leverage resources (public and private) to address those gaps. 
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Economic 
Importance of 
Specialty 
Crops
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These charts illustrate a critical imbalance: while major row crops dominate global acreage, they represent a smaller portion of economic value and crop diversity. This disparity underscores the challenges specialty crop growers face in accessing crop protection solutions, as the market often prioritizes the more extensively cultivated row crops.
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Completed 
data packages 
and MRLs 
established
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many of you are already familiar with the MUF, but as a refresher, we work to generate data around the world for the establishment of Codex MRLs for specialty crops. And we do this through a capacity-building model, so we are focused on increasing capacity or researchers, growers, and government officials to better address these issues in the long-term. 

Since the MUF was established in 2018, we have generated date for the establishment of 13 MRLs. These are the commodities we’ve worked in. For some, we have done more than one project, which is why you see 9 commodities for 13 MRLs. 
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20 24
Submissions 
Under Review

17 Submissions in 2024

- 7 U.S. IR-4 Archive Studies

- 6 Extrapolation MRLs

- 4 International Data Generation Packages
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
And we are growing! Last year we made 17 submissions. ��7 of them were leveraging and repackaging IR-4 data for Codex MRLs. 

6 were based on extrapolation from tomato to eggplant. We are very hopeful that these will move successfully through the JMPR review process because we see that this opens the door to many other crop grouping MRLs based on extrapolation. We could anticipate for example submitting 5-10 extrapolation crop/chemical combinations every year to JMPR. 

And finally the others were generated through the international data generation model I mentioned earlier. 
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MUF Updates

● ASCE Partnership
● 2025 Priority-setting
● New Initiatives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And now I want to pivot to an update on current initiatives and work of the MUF.

We have an exciting new partnership with USDA, supporting their new Assisting Specialty Crops for Export Initiative which I want to tell you about. 

Last year when Anna gave an update, she focused on the upcoming priority-setting process, which we are now in the process of completing! I want to share some of the early results of that process. 

And we are also going to be creating some new initiatives that I want to share with you. 
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MUF/ASCE Collaboration: Codex MRLs 
for Specialty Crops
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ASCE Codex Requests by 
Commodity

Almond 8
Apples 5
Cherries 22
Cranberries 5
Dates 2
Ginseng 5
Grapes, table 6
Grapes, wine 19
Grapefruit 4
Hops 5
Lemon 6
Mandarin 6
Nectarine 4
Orange, sweet 5
Peach 2
Pear 5
Plum 1
Pomegranate 4
Potato 2
Walnut 5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As Lindsay mentioned, under the ASCE initiative
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2025 Submissions

- 25 potential 
candidates

- Leveraging IR-4 
data

- Leveraging 
company data

2027 Submissions

- Submit ~5 final 
data packages

2026 Submissions

- 10 submissions

- Data generation to 
address gaps

- Consider crop 
group 
opportunities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are identifying where data is available, either for IR-4 or through the companies. Since all these priorities should have a U.S. label, data should be available for them, and in many cases that data should be sufficient for a Codex submission. 

Having done an initial review of the JMPR calendar for 2026, we have identified data for XX crop/chemical combinations that were identified as U.S. priorities. 

Additionally, reviewing IR-4 data we have identified XX crop/chemical combinations that are not U.S. priorities but the IR-4 data is complete for a package and the chemicals are on the JMPR schedule, so we will be making those submissions as well. 

We will continue to do the same for 2026 and 2027. In cases where available data is incomplete for a Codex submission we will generate the data. 

We will be focusing as well on opportunities to get crop group MRLs in Codex leveraging existing data wherever possible. 

We are working closely with the USCO on this initiative and the implementation of it. 

We are still open and very interested to receive more U.S. priorities!! If you have crop/chemical nominations that would like us to consider please contact Anna at the Minor Use Foundation and share them with her. 
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2025 Global Priority-setting 
Results
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Summary of Nominations 
Received

Total nominations received - 5215 nominations

48 participating countries, 5 Organizations 

Type of Solution %

Bio/Conventional 47%

Conventional 41%

Biopesticide 11%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Switching gears to our global priority-setting process, I wanted to share the results of what we’ve done this past year. 

On January 7, we opened our window for nominations for global crop/pest needs. We received over 5,000 priorities in one month from 48 countries!

We expanded the type of needs we received to include 4 types: ��1- New solutions (label expansion for newer AIs and biopesticides), �2- technology gaps (something is registered in one market and we want to expand it to another market), 
3- Trade enabling solutions (either Codex MRLs or import tolerances), and
4- special project requests
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Summary of Participating 
Countries

48 participating countries, 5 Organizations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a regional breakdown of the nominations:

Asia had the most with over 500 nominations
Africa was second with 355
South America was third with 274
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Peppers (chili) Avocado

Tomato Eggplant

Mango Pineapple

Banana Passion fruit

Strawberry Beans with pods

Citrus fruit Peppers (sweet)

20 25 
Global 

Priority- Setting
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Thrips

Anthracnose

Fruit flies

Aphids

Whitefly

Powdery mildew

False codling Moth

Armyworm

Mealybugs

Phytophthora

Crops
Pests

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here you can see the commodities and pests that were most requested. 
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Priority-setting schedule

- May 14: Deadline to submit industry feedback

- June 30: MUF to announce final priorities and workplan
○ Virtual announcement with CAST in late-June
○ Announcement in São Paulo, Brazil
○ Announcement in Delhi, India 
○ Potential event in EU/Africa

- September 8-13: MUF side event at CCPR

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now, our next step is to get feedback from registrants on where they have solutions available. Registrants are currently reviewing the priorities and letting us know where they have solutions available. They will send feedback to us by May 14. 

We will then analyze the input from industry and finalize a 3-year workplan before the end of June. 

We will then be doing a lot of outreach to share the results of this process. ��We will jointly host webinar/virtual event with the Council of Agricultural Science and Technology in late June. We will also be holding an in-person 3-day conference in Sao Paulo, Brazil from July 28-30 to announce the results for the Latam audience. And an event with the Indian government in Delhi on September 16. And finally, we are conversations with with a few different partners but will likely be hosting an event in either the EU or Africa to announce the results there in Q4 of this year. 

And of course, despite the delay of CCPR, we will still be there and will be announcing the results at a side event for the CCPR delegates as well. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This chart is not a real chart! It is illustrative to give you all an idea of the what the results of our priority-setting *might* look like. ��At the bottom of this chart, you can see the four codex commodity groups that make up the majority of the priorities we received. These are really the correct groups, although the other details in the bar chart are only illustrative. We will be forming global liaison groups for each of these 4 key commodity groups made up of grower groups around the world who can help us validate our priorities and develop strategies to address them. 

If you recall, our priorities came in 3 different types: 1) new solutions; 2) technology gaps; and 3) trade enabling solutions. We will be looking with these liaison groups for the right mix of project types. I.e. the fruiting vegetables may be more focused on trade enabling solutions whereas the spices group may be more focused on new solutions, etc. depending on what their specific needs and priorities are. We will work within each commodity liaison group to validate the right mix of projects and develop specific strategies for each. 

In the short-term, what we will be doing to finalize our priorities is identify that we will be focused on these specific commodity groups and addressing the key pests/diseases that have been identified for each, with a blueprint for roughly how we plan to address them. ��One of the biggest changes to this approach as opposed to what we did before is that this will be a work in progress. We want to maintain flexibility as we continue to work with registrants and country partners to identify which projects we will ultimately undertake. 
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Forward-looking Initiatives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally, beyond our crop/chemical combinations we will also be taking on some new “special projects” or initiatives. 
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Key Initiatives
- Guidance document for minor use programs

- Establishing a minor use program
- Incentives for industry
- Crop grouping systems
- National priority-setting process
- Public-private partnership

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are working in partnership with FAO on a guidance document for minor uses. This is part of broader strategy to build awareness in countries around the world about the importance of minor crops and the need to develop minor use programs and other supporting infrastructure to support them. For example, we are working with the Codex office (the international office, not the USCO), to incorporate the adoption of the Codex classification code into the guidance document. We are also doing a comparative analysis of minor use programs around the world and developing a set of clear and easy to adopt recommendations for regulators, like providing incentives submissions that include minor uses, and establishing a process for prioritizing needs at a national level. 



18

Thank you

Daniella Taveau
Board Of Directors, Minor Use Foundation
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