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BACKGROUND
THE MALAYSIA MRL SYSTEM

The latest 
gazettement 
was officially 

issued in 
2020

01.
The enforcement of maximum residue limits (MRLs) 
in food crops in Malaysia falls under the jurisdiction 
of the Ministry of Health Malaysia, under the Food 
Act 1983

02. The list of MRLs for those crops is gazetted under 
the Sixteenth Schedule of the Food Regulations 
1985

03.
Although this regulation is enforced by the Ministry 
of Health Malaysia, the Department of Agriculture, 
through the Pesticide Board, serves as the data 
holder for the proposed MRL values



RELEVANT LEGISLATIONS1

Pesticide Act 1974

Regulate registration, sales and 
storage licenses, handlers, labels 
and advertisements of pesticides

Department of Agriculture (DOA)



RELEVANT LEGISLATIONS1

Food Act 1983

Controlling pesticide residues in 
food.

Ministry of Health (MOH)



2 INTRODUCTION TO 
FOOD ACT 1983

• Food Act 1983 (Act 281): An Act to protect 
the public against health hazards and fraud in 
the preparation, sale and use of food, and for 
matters incidental thereto or connected 
therewith

• Consist of six (6) Regulations to provide a 
comprehensive legal framework to ensure 
food safety and quality in Malaysia



2 FOOD ACT 1983
• Food (Food Analysis Fees) 

Regulations 2016
• Food Irradiation Regulations 

2011
• Food Hygiene Regulations 2009
• Food Regulations 1985
• Food (Compounding of 

Offences) Regulations 2017
• Food (Issuance of Health 

Certificate for Export of Fish and 
Fish Product to the EU) 
Regulations 2009 



3 INTRODUCTION TO 
MRL IN MALAYSIA

• Pesticides is governed under Regulation 
41, Malaysia Food Regulations (FR) 1985 

• MRLs of pesticide are listed in the 
Sixteenth Schedule of FR 1985

• As of April 2025, there are 500 MRLs with 
107 pesticide residues listed in the 
Sixteenth Schedule of FR 1985



3 MRL IN MALAYSIA
According to the sub-regulation 41(3), Food Regulatian 1985, 
No person shall import, prepare for sale or sell any food -

a)

b)
containing pesticide residue in a proportion greater than the 
proportion specified for that food in relation to that pesticide 
residue as recommended in the Codex Alimentarius, where the 
pesticide is not specified in the Sixteenth Schedule; or

c)
containing 0.01 milligram or more per kilogram of any pesticide 
residue, where the pesticide is not specified for that food in the 
Sixteenth Schedule or Codex Alimentarius.

containing pesticide residue in a proportion greater than the 
proportion specified for that food in relation to that pesticide 
residue as set out in the Sixteenth Schedule;

FR 185

CODEX

0.01 
mg/kg



4 DOMESTIC MRL 
SETTING

3

4 5

Application

Public 
Consultation

Translation

GazettmentData 
application

1.Public comment
2.Notification to WTO 

(SPS)

Preparation of 
draft gazettes and 

translation. 

1 2

Expert 
Consultation

1. MRL setting, DOA
2. Expert discussion  
    (PPRRP), MOH
3. JPPM, MOH



MEMBERS OF MALAYSIA 
MRL  SETTING

Food Safety and Quality 
Programme, 

Ministry of Health Malaysia 
(MOH)

Malaysian Agricultural 
Research and Development 

Institute (MARDI)

Department of Veterinary 
Service

Department of Chemistry 
Malaysia

Institute for Medical Research, 
MOH Malaysian Pepper Board

Malaysian Palm Oil Board
(MPOB)

Malaysian Cocoa Board Department of Agriculture 
– as secretariat
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4 WORKING GROUP FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF MAXIMUM RESIDUE

LIMITS (MRLs) OF PESTICIDES IN 
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES

1. To convene meetings at least once a year.

2. To evaluate and discuss proposed MRLs for active ingredients and 
commodities registered in Malaysia, as well as proposals for 
gazettement into the Sixteenth Schedule of the Food Regulations 1985.

3. To approve or reject the data submitted by the registration companies.



4

• Approved MRL will be 
gazetted in the 
Sixteenth Schedule, FR 
1985 

• Implemented by FSQP, 
MOH

SIXTEENTH SCHEDULE, 
MALAYSIA FOOD REGULATIONS 1985



4 THE USE OF CODEX MRLS WHEN 
NATIONAL MRL IS NOT AVAILABLE

Based on Food Regulatian 1985:

(3) No person shall import, prepare for 
sale or sell any food— 

containing pesticide residue in a 
proportion greater than the proportion 
specified for that food in relation to that 
pesticide residue as recommended in 
the Codex Alimentarius, where the 
pesticide is not specified in the 
Sixteenth Schedule



4 MALAYSIA’S STAND ON EU MRL 
POSITIONS / MIRROR CLAUSES
Malaysia’s Stand on EU MRL Positions / Mirror Clauses
Malaysia’s Position:

• Supports science-based decision-making.

• Prioritizes national food safety and agricultural needs.



4 MALAYSIA’S STAND ON EU MRL 
POSITIONS / MIRROR CLAUSES

Key Points:
• Science-Based Risk Assessment:

Adoption based on international standards (e.g., Codex)
• Sovereign Regulatory Rights:

Malaysia retains the right to set MRLs suited to local pests, 
crops, and climate conditions.

• Avoiding Trade Restriction:
Opposes mirror clauses that impose unilateral or non-
equitable trade barriers.



4 MALAYSIA’S APPROACH MOVING 
FORWARD
Strategic Actions:
• Collaborative Engagement:

Open to dialogue with the EU to align standards where 
scientifically justified.

• GAP (Good Agricultural Practices) Promotion:
Strengthening GAP certification to improve compliance with 
global food safety standards.

• Support for Sustainable Transition:
Embracing capacity-building programs (e.g., minor-use 
initiatives) to help farmers meet export requirements.

• Conclusion:
Malaysia seeks balanced solutions—protecting health and the 
environment without compromising agricultural sustainability and 
fair trade.



5 MALAYSIA’S EXPERIENCE IN THE USDA 
IMPORT MRL (iMRL) PILOT PROJECT

REVIEW ON DATA SUBMISSION PACKAGE

History Of Evaluation by Malaysia

1ST REVIEW DECISION ON               
1ST REVIEW

SHARE WITH 
ANOTHER 

COUNTRIES FOR 
2ND REVIEW

Compound – spinetoram
Commodity – cherry
Evaluation is done by:
1. Data submitted
2. National Dietary 

Exposure Assessment
3. ASEAN Dietary Exposure 

Assessment

Malaysia agreed with the 
proposed iMRL of spinetoram 
for cherry to be set at 0.09 
mg/kg same as CODEX MRL • Indonesia

• Singapore
• Philippines



5 MALAYSIA’S EXPERIENCE IN THE USDA 
IMPORT MRL (iMRL) PILOT PROJECT

History Of Evaluation by Malaysia

2ND REVIEW DECISION ON 2ND 

REVIEW
Evaluation is done 
ONLY on National 
Dietary Exposure 
Assessment since the 
detailed evaluation was 
done during the 1st 
review.

Agreed with proposed iMRL 
as per mentioned.

Compound Commodity MRL (mg/kg)
a) Trifloxystrobin Grapes 3.0
b) Chlorantraniliprole Hops 40.0
c) Zeta-cypermethrin Blueberries 0.8



5 MALAYSIA’S EXPERIENCE IN THE USDA 
IMPORT MRL (iMRL) PILOT PROJECT
History Of Evaluation by Malaysia
Compound Commodity MRL (mg/kg) Notes

a) Spinetoram Cherry 0.09 Same as CODEX

b) Trifloxystrobin Grapes 3.0 Same as CODEX

c) Chlorantraniliprole Hops 40.0 Same as CODEX

d) Zeta-cypermethrin Blueberries 0.8

1. Malaysia enforces CODEX MRLs according to the Food Regulations 1985. 
2. Therefore, the proposed IMRL requested can be used for the same value        

as the CODEX MRL.



5 LESSON LEARNED FROM IMPORT MRL 
(iMRL)
 Gained familiarity with the use of the APEC Import MRL 

(IMRL) Application Form.

 Recognized the importance of establishing IMRLs based 
on specific applications submitted by stakeholders.

 Strengthened evaluation processes and national 
procedures for setting import MRLs.

 Gained hands-on experience in submitting IMRL 
applications to the United States.



ASEAN MRLS : 
CONSIDERATION FOR FRAMEWORK 

REFINEMENT

Discussion on the Need for Refining the EWG-MRL Framework 
to Facilitate Import MRL Setting.

6

Topic:



• ASEAN Member States (AMS) view the ASEAN–USDA Project 
primarily as a capacity-building initiative focused on 
implementing the APEC Import MRL Guidelines.

• The project aims to share knowledge and experience on two-
way import MRL setting processes.

6

Key Points: 

• It is not intended to trigger major changes to the current ASEAN Harmonised 
MRL establishment mechanisms, but it could serve as a catalyst to strengthen 
the ASEAN framework for import MRL procedures within the existing 
harmonisation process.

ASEAN MRLS : 
CONSIDERATION FOR FRAMEWORK 

REFINEMENT



GENERAL TRENDS ON MRLS IN ASEAN6
 Advancing harmonization through the ASEAN Harmonised 

MRL initiative.
 Growing focus on setting import MRLs to support trade.
 Strengthening regulatory capacity via training and 

international collaboration.
 Improving transparency and standardization in MRL 

processes.
 Increasing support for minor use and specialty crops MRL 

development.
 Shifting gradually toward precautionary and sustainable 

pesticide practices.
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