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A short history

• GB MRL regime since 1 January 2021 

• Assimilated Regulation 396/2005 

• EU MRLs in force prior to 1 January 2021 adopted as GB MRLs until amended

• GB MRLs apply to produce that is treated or imported in GB

• Differences between GB and EU MRLs

• Northern Ireland: EU law and EU MRLs apply

• Windsor Framework and the NI retail movement scheme 



MRL regime in Northern Ireland

• Imports into NI must comply with the EU SPS requirements

• PPP authorisations must comply with EU MRLs

• UK (HSE) provides GAP information for 

authorisations in NI to the EU for an EU MRL review

• NI sourced goods can be marketed in GB

under EU MRLs – even if differences are present

➢ UK Internal Market Act

➢ Must be a NI qualifying good

➢ Must be a NI registered food and/or feed

business
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Northern Ireland Retail Movement Scheme and The Windsor Framework
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• ‘Green lane’ – GB sourced 

goods, final destination is NI – 

even if EU MRL is lower

• ‘Red lane’ – goods sourced in 

GB, imported into NI, but potential 

for further export outside UK 

custom territory (into the EU) 



Important Links

NI Qualifying Goods:

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/moving-qualifying-

goods-from-northern-ireland-to-the-rest-of-the-

uk#which-goods-are-qualifying-northern-ireland-

goods

NI Retail Movement Scheme: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/r

etail-movement-scheme-how-the-scheme-

will-work/retail-movement-scheme-how-the-

scheme-will-work
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GB MRL Statutory Register

• GB MRLs are set by inclusion in the GB MRL Statutory Register 

• https://secure.pesticides.gov.uk/MRLs/Main

• GB MRL decision numbers

• Annexes of Regulation (EC) 396/2005 → Parts of the GB MRL Statutory Register

• Footnotes

• Including MRL supplementary information (MRL confirmatory data)

• Deferred entry periods

https://secure.pesticides.gov.uk/MRLs/Main


What needs to be included with an application for a new/raised MRL? 

The following information should also be provided for 

import tolerances: 

• MRL(s) in force in exporting country

• Residue definitions for risk assessment and 

enforcement

• Proof of authorisation in the exporting country

NB – assessment can proceed without the above 

information but no GB MRLs can be adopted without 

the information

• GB MRL application form

Pesticide https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/applicant-

guide/application-forms.htm forms - Pesticides – HSE

• Dossier of study reports

➢ In accordance with Assimilated Regulation 

544/2011 – Old data requirements

➢ In accordance with Assimilated Regulation 

283/2013 – New data requirements 

• Evaluated in accordance with Uniform Principles 

(Assimilated Regulation 546/2011)

• Completed GB ER-RO

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/applicant-guide/application-forms.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/applicant-guide/application-forms.htm


Applications for new/raised GB MRLs

Application 
including 

dossier, ER 
and 

application 
form

ER/RO Decision

Publication of 
ER/RO and 

decision 
document

Adoption of 
MRLs in GB 

MRL 
Statutory 
Register 

(PPP 
authorisation)

WTO SPS 
notification

HSE eBulletin

12 months plus 6 months for additional information



Supplementary Information Requirements

Supplementary information requirements = MRL confirmatory data = MRL data gaps

• EU MRL reviews

➢ Data gaps with data submission deadlines

➢ Retained for GB MRLs: 

➢ see footnotes in Statutory Register 

• Data submission deadlines that expired prior to 1 January 2021 amended to:  

➢ 1 September 2021 

• Where reference is made to the 'Commission' in a footnote, this should be read as 'competent 

authority’. 

• Data/information should be submitted to HSE



GB MRL reviews

                                                                       

 

Historic non-

approvals

Reactive MRL 

reviews
Expiry of 

approval
Article 21 

reviews
Renewals 

MRL

Review

Priority for all MRL reviews is based on protecting human health and /or to ensure the integrity of the 

GB MRLs

Under-
development 

To be delivered 

within 3 Years

Where there are proposals to 

lower an MRL: 

• Draft RO is published with 

proposed MRLs

• WTO/ SPS notification

• Final RO with final MRLs

No set timeline



Codex MRLs

• HSE reviews and recommends CXLs for adoption as GB 

MRLs

• Objective is to achieve harmonisation to enhance 

international trade whilst protecting UK consumers

• Review:

• No human health concerns for UK consumers

➢ GB sets MRLs for the commodity

➢ Residue definitions are comparable – make best use of data

➢ GB MRL lower than CXL

• Publish ER/RO and decision document

• Adopted CXLs added to GB MRL Statutory Register

• Footnote to indicate adopted CXL



Updates and ongoing work 

The four main areas of updates and current ongoing work: 

Also, there may be impacts of REUL (Retained EU Law (revocation and reform) Act 2023 

GB extrapolation 
guidance

• Include new data 
requirements

• Incorporate updates 
guidance and OECD 
guidance/ guidelines

• Extrapolations for 
POAO

GB TRVs database

• Includes those 
relevant to GB 
assessments

• Includes TRVs used 
when no GB TRVs 
available e.g from the 
JMPR

Consumption data

• New dietary surveys 

• New reverse yield 
factors

• Align with MRL 
commodity codes

• Approaches to 
chronic exposure 

OCED eWGs

• Residue definitions

• Honey

• Storage stability

• Analytical method



Additional Links

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/index.htm

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHSE/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKHSE_107

CRDMRL.CRDMRL@hse.gov.uk

https://secure.pesticides.gov.uk/MRLs/Main

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHSE/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKHSE_107

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/supplementary-information.htm

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/new-mrls.htm

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/mrl-reviews.htm

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/codex-mrls.htm

For more information

MRL pages:  https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/index.htm

HSE ebulletins:  https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHSE/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKHSE_107

MRL enquires:  CRDMRL.CRDMRL@hse.gov.uk

Important links

GB MRL Statutory Register:  https://secure.pesticides.gov.uk/MRLs/Main

MRL application form:  https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHSE/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKHSE_107

MRL supplementary information:  https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/supplementary-information.htm

Publications

New/ raised MRLs: https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/new-mrls.htm

MRL reviews: https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/mrl-reviews.htm

Codex MRLs: https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/codex-mrls.htm

https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/index.htm
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHSE/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKHSE_107
mailto:CRDMRL.CRDMRL@hse.gov.uk
https://secure.pesticides.gov.uk/MRLs/Main
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHSE/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKHSE_107
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/supplementary-information.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/new-mrls.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/mrl-reviews.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/mrls/codex-mrls.htm


Thank you for listening
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