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Growing Market 
Ready Crops



About Cereals 
Canada

Cereals Canada is the national, not-for-profit, 

industry association representing the 

Canadian cereal grains value chain.

We value relationships and work with government 

and stakeholders to provide timely, expert technical 

information and deliver best-in-class customer 

experience.

We are dedicated to supporting the 

Canadian cereals value chain, including farmers, 

exporters, developers, processors 

and our customers around the world, with 

a focus on trade, science and sustainability.

Our
Vision

We are the number one promoter of Canadian 

cereals – a united voice that cultivates 

relationships across the value chain to nourish 

the growth and development of markets.
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Canadian 
Wheat Exports
This chart shows the annual export share 

for Canadian wheat (excluding durum) from 

2019-23.

Canada averaged approximately 

18.3 million tonnes of non-durum wheat 

exports over this period.  

The versatility of Canadian wheat and need 

for high quality drives demand across 

diverse markets.

Others 25%

China 12%

Indonesia 11%

Japan 9%

United States 7%

Colombia 7%

Peru 7%

Bangladesh 6%

Mexico 4%

Ecuador 4%

Nigeria 4%

18.3
million tonnes

(non-durum)

Source: Statistics Canada, 2024

United Kingdom 2%
Ghana 2%



Canadian 
Durum Exports
This chart shows the annual export share 

for Canadian durum wheat 

from 2019-23.

Canada averaged approximately 

4.6 million tonnes of durum wheat exports 

over this period making 

Canada the largest durum exporter 

in the world. 

4.6
million tonnes

Others 10%

Italy 21%

Algeria 19%Morocco 18%

United States 11%

Turkey 5%

Japan 4%

Tunisia 4%

Nigeria 3%

Belgium 3%
Peru 2%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2024



Canadian 
Barley Exports
This chart shows the annual export share 

for Canadian barley from 2019-23.

Canada averaged approximately 

2.6 million tonnes of barley exports over 

this period.  

Strong market demand from China 

has attracted an increasing share 

of Canadian barley exports.

2.6
million tonnes

Others 1%

China 82%

United States 9%

Japan 8%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2024



Canadian 
Oat Exports
This chart shows the annual export share 

for Canadian oats from 2019-23.

Canada averaged approximately 

1.7 million tonnes of oat exports 

over this period.  

Oat exports have diversified over 

the past 20 years.

1.7
million tonnes

Others 2%

United States 83%

Mexico 6%

Chile 4%

Peru 2%

Japan 2%

South Korea 1%

United Arab Emirates 1%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2024



Largest
Markets for
Canadian
Cereals

A large portion of the grain
produced in Canada is exported.

Durum Oats Barley
Non-
Durum

89% 70% 64% 36%

50+
Countries

80+
Countries

15+
Countries

7+
Countries



Keep Canada’s 
cereals markets 
open

Cereals Canada 
has monitored and 
investigated over

pesticides and single 
commodity MRLs in 
2023.

700



CerealsCanada.ca

Determining risk: Considerations

Acceptability of Risk includes:

Handling/Shipping

• Regional concentration

• % shipped bulk

• % shipped in containers

• Location of use

Destination/End-use

• Regulatory system

• Commercial compliance

• End use

• Blending factor

• Mitigation

Acceptability of Risk includes:

Likelihood of Residue

• Residues detected

• Pesticide supply

• Use pattern

• Pest pressure



CerealsCanada.ca

Prothioconazole MRL in Japan

At the time of notification:
Wheat
Canada MRL: 0.35ppm
Codex MRL: 01.ppm
Proposed Japan MRL of 0.50ppm > Canada MRL

Barley
Canada MRL: 0.35ppm
Codex MRL: 0.2ppm
Proposed Japan MRL of 0.3ppm < Canada MRL

Oats
Canada MRL: 0.35ppm
Codex MRL: 0.05ppm
Proposed Japan MRL of 0.3ppm < Canada MRL



How do we mitigate 
MRL challenges to 
Canadian cereals?

How do we 
communicate this 
to the value chain?



CerealsCanada.ca

Managing the Risk of MRL Related Trade Disruption

Short term: ensure no unacceptable level of trade risk

o Review the market risk of crop protection products

o Communicate these risk through the Keep it Clean program

o Implement robust quality assurance programs

Medium term: work to attain the required MRL
o Communication and collaboration with product registrants

Long term: broader, multi-commodity, multi-country efforts to advocate for 
harmonization of MRLs through Codex Alimentarius, regulatory cooperation, trade 
agreements, etc.

o Work collaboratively through Canada Grains Council, Government of Canada and industry 
partners



CerealsCanada.ca

Market Acceptance of 

Pesticide Use Policy

Value chain has agreed to this voluntary policy because 
we need:
• reliable access to foreign markets
• latest crop protection products
• predictability: how much trade risk is too much 

when launching new crop protection products?

Steering group has seat for every part of value chain: 
national commodity organizations; grower associations; 
exporters; life science companies; retailers



Components of MRL Assessment Committee

Value chain organizations 
MRL Assessment Committee

Assessment is present and reviewed, 
chemistry/crop/use pattern is categorized

Registrants with 

chemistry under 
review

Value chain organizations

Communications 

If categories cannot be decided 

through value chain 

organizations, it will be referred 

to the Canada Grains Council 
MRL Committee

Grower 
representatives

Grain handlers 

and shippers

Registrants provide
input into assessments

Agri-retailers



CerealsCanada.ca

Three Steps to Determine Market Risk

What are the key countries we need to worry about?

Markets of Interest

Pesticides of Interest

What pesticides have residues that could 
be a trade problem?

Level of Risk

How close a call?



CerealsCanada.ca

Product Categorization

• Elevated risk of MRL related trade disruption

• Chemistry/crop use pattern not accepted by all grain exporters

• Chemistry/crop use pattern not to be commercialized and sold

• Growers advised to not use chemistry/crop use pattern

• Treated grains may not be accepted by some exporters

• Grains shipped in containers where a residue may result in 
trade risk

• Chemistry/crop use pattern can be commercialized

• Growers advised to contact grain buyer before treating grain

• Risk of MRL related trade disruption is acceptable:

• Low likelihood of problematic residues at port

• MRLs in standard setters/major export markets

• Chemistry/crop use pattern to be accepted by all grain exports

• Not included on grower advisories

Do not use

Be informed

No

recommendation



Keep it Clean is a joint initiative that provides growers and crop advisers with 

resources for growing market-ready crops. 

This includes providing timely updates on potential market risks 

and resources for on-farm practices to ensure crops meet the 

standards of domestic and export customers. 







Krista Zuzak
Director, Crop Protection 
and Production
kzuzak@cerealscanada.ca
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