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U.S. Tree Nuts
Top 10 Export Markets
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Top U.S. Walnut Export Markets

$0.0

$0.2

$0.4

$0.6

$0.8

$1.0

$1.2

$1.4

$1.6

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

$
B

ill
io

n

 Other

India

Mexico

Canada

U.A.E.

South Korea

Japan

Turkey

EU 27



United States Department of Agriculture

Foreign Agricultural Service

Top U.S. Pistachio Export Markets

$0.0

$0.5

$1.0

$1.5

$2.0

$2.5

$3.0

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

$
B

ill
io

n

Other
U.A.E
Canada
India
Turkey
EU 27
China
Vietnam
Hong Kong



United States Department of Agriculture

Foreign Agricultural Service

U.S. Fruit Exports
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Top U.S. Apple Export Markets
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Top U.S. Table Grape Export Markets
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Top U.S. Orange Export Markets
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Top U.S. Cherries Export Markets
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Crop Protection

• Pest, disease, and weed pressure 

• Climate change and food systems

• Productivity 

• Global population-
    almost 10 billion by 2050
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Missing, Low, Misaligned MRLs
Regulatory Environments
Codex Capacity Constraints
Importance of Import Tolerances
Channels of Trade

Trade Disruption
Lost Market Access

Productivity
Supply Chains

Increased Costs
Food Waste

Pesticide MRL Challenges
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Lead agricultural trade agency within the USDA

Trade Policy 
Market Development and Export Assistance
Data and Analysis
Capacity Building 
Food Security

Global Network covering 180 countries:
 International Offices Directory | USDA Foreign Agricultural Service

USDA FAS

https://fas.usda.gov/international-offices
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• Multilateral Engagement

• Bilateral Engagement  

• Technical Meetings and Working Groups

• Market Development Programs
• MAP, EMP, FMD
• TASC: SPS and TBT issues for specialty crops

      Establish and monitor MRLs

• New: ASCE!

FAS Engagement
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Interagency Partners
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•EU Farm to Fork 

•Sustainable Use of Pesticides Regulation

March 2024 the Commission withdrew the proposal 
since no agreement was foreseeable, in view of the 
rejection of the proposal by the European Parliament and 
the lack of progress of the discussions in the Council.

European Union - Developments

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/C/2024/3117/oj
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European Union: Approval Trends

Credit: Xavier Sanda, Head of Residues & Food Safety Unit, French Agency for Food, Environmental and 
Occupational Health & Safety (ANSES)
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European Union – Approval Trends

Credit: Xavier Sanda, Head of Residues & Food Safety Unit, French Agency for Food, Environmental and 
Occupational Health & Safety (ANSES)
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Credit: Ian Wheals, Syngenta

European Union – Expiration Dates
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Available at: https://www.usda-eu.org/eu-early-alert/

EU Early Alert Newsletter – New Format
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https://eping.wto.org

WTO Notifications
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•Secretarial initiative, $100m over 5 years, funded by 
CCC.

• We have so far identified the following broad areas for an 
initial investment:

• Help U.S. exporters better understand foreign food 
safety systems and requirements

• Help importing countries adopt international standards with 
a focus on MRL issues

• Assist U.S. industry to meet export requirements

• Develop solutions to meet new packaging requirements

Note: there are no geographic limitations on where ASCE projects can be carried out

USDA’s Assisting Specialty Crop 
Exports (ASCE) Initiative
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Applications Due July 17th
First tranche of more than $20 million in projects now open for applications

1. Import MRL Guideline Implementation in APEC Member Economies

       (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation)

1. Increasing Data Generation for Codex and Harmonized MRL Setting for 

specialty crops

2. Regional Alignment of Pesticide Regulatory Systems and Trade 

Facilitative MRLs

• Asia/ASEAN, Latin America & Caribbean, Africa

3. MRL Quick Reference Sheets for U.S. Specialty Crops

4. Sustainable Packaging Innovation Lab
Contact 

ASCEadmin@usda.gov
. 

First ASCE Projects

mailto:ASCEadmin@usda.gov


United States Department of Agriculture

Foreign Agricultural Service

Europe, Middle East, Africa:
European Union / United Kingdom   Sabina.Neumann@usda.gov
Central / Eastern Europe and Member States Brittany.Gardner@usda.gov
Middle East  and Africa    Charles.Hintz@usda.gov 

Asia:
China and Hong Kong    Mark.Rasmussen@usda.gov
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan   Barakat.Mahmoud@usda.gov
South Asia, Thailand, Oceania   John.Villemarette@usda.gov
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines,   Stephanie.Mazur@usda.gov
Singapore, Vietnam, ASEAN

Americas:
North America     Cecilia.Monclova@usda.gov
South America 
   

USDA FAS Plant Division Contacts
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Sabina.Neumann@usda.gov

mailto:Sabina.Neumann@usda.gov
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