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Presentation Overview

• What is APEC and why is it 

important for agriculture and trade?

• MRL Harmonization in APEC

• Two Tools for Implementing the 

APEC Import MRL Guideline

• New MRL Compliance and 

Enforcement Workstream

• Future Plans For Advancing APEC 

MRL Harmonization Efforts



21 APEC Member Economies

Source: APEC



APEC Pillars and Objectives

Source: APEC



APEC in the Global Economy (2017)

Source: APEC in Charts 2018



Agriculture Across APEC



$96.4B of U.S. Agricultural Products 

Exported to APEC in 2018

Data Source: USDA GATS



$14.3B of U.S. Specialty Crops 

Exported to APEC in 2018

Data Source: USDA GATS



$80.2B of Agricultural Products from APEC

Imported to United States in 2018

Data Source: USDA GATS

Other Agricultural 

Products

$39.8B

Fresh 

Fruit

$9.5B

Fresh 

Vegetables

$7.9B

Snack 

Foods 

Incl. 

Chocolate

$7.4B

Red Meat 

(Fresh, 

Chilled, 

Frozen)

$6.8B

Processed 

Fruits and 

Vegetables

$6.2B

Tree Nuts

$2.6B



APEC Organizational Structure

Source: APEC



APEC Organizational Structure

MRL 

Harmonization

Sub-Committees and Expert 

Groups

• Sub-Committee on Standards 

and Conformance

• Sub-Committee on Customs 

Procedures

• Market Access Group

• Group on Services

• Investment Experts Group

• Intellectual Property Rights

• Business Mobility Group

• Electronic Commerce Steering 

Group

Committee on 

Trade and Investment

Food Safety 
Cooperation Forum 

(FSCF)

Partnership Training 
Institute Network 

(PTIN)



APEC Import MRL Guideline for Pesticides

• Developed from a series of 

APEC workshops in 2015 

and finalized in 2016.

• Seeks to minimize MRL 

discrepancies and facilitate 

trade while continuing to 

protect human health. 

• Describes approaches to 

achieving alignment of 

MRLs for pesticides within 

APEC.



APEC Import MRL Guideline:

Two New Implementation Tools

Source: APEC and FSANZ



APEC Import MRL Guideline:

Two New Implementation Tools

Source: APEC and FSANZ



APEC Workshop on MRL Harmonization: 

A Trade Facilitative Approach to MRL Compliance



* The study relied on publicly-available MRL violation data from the following 

economies: Australia; Hong Kong; China; Japan; and Chinese Taipei

APEC Workshop on MRL Harmonization: 

A Trade Facilitative Approach to MRL Compliance



Goal:

Enable trade and avoid 

unnecessary rejection of 

safe food by establishing 

best practices for MRL 

compliance and 

enforcement
Challenge:

Food trade across 

the APEC region can 

be disrupted by MRL 

non-compliances

Leadership:

U.S. self-funded project

Participants:

46 experts from 17 

economies and 7 

NGOs

When/Where:

October 9-10, 

2018 in Brisbane, 

Australia

APEC Workshop on MRL Harmonization: 

A Trade Facilitative Approach to MRL Compliance



APEC Workshop on MRL Harmonization: 

A Trade Facilitative Approach to MRL Compliance

Workshop Goals



APEC Workshop on MRL Harmonization: 

A Trade Facilitative Approach to MRL Compliance



APEC Workshop on MRL Harmonization: 

A Trade Facilitative Approach to MRL Compliance



APEC Workshop on MRL Harmonization: 

A Trade Facilitative Approach to MRL Compliance

Workshop Outcomes
The overarching themes from the discussions were that:

MRL non-compliances rarely present an actual food 

safety concern

Most MRL non-compliance results from missing MRLs 

as opposed to exceedances of established MRLs

Flexible, risk-based approaches to MRL enforcement 

can support food security, prevent destruction of safe 

food, and facilitate trade to promote economic 

prosperity

?



APEC Workshop on MRL Harmonization: 

A Trade Facilitative Approach to MRL Compliance

Participants identified the following as potential future work:

Compendium of 

MRL enforcement 

practices to 

facilitate 

compliance

Guidance on best 

practices for risk-

based MRL 

enforcement

Risk 

communication 

tools to explain 

MRLs, food safety, 

and trade

Workshop Outcomes

All workshop materials and summary report available at: 

http://mddb.apec.org/Pages/search.aspx?setting=ListMeeting&DateRange=2018/10/01%2C2018/10/end&Name=

Workshop%20on%20a%20Trade%20Facilitative%20Approach%20to%20Maximum%20Residue%20Limit%20Com

pliance%202018

http://mddb.apec.org/Pages/search.aspx?setting=ListMeeting&DateRange=2018/10/01,2018/10/end&Name=Workshop%20on%20a%20Trade%20Facilitative%20Approach%20to%20Maximum%20Residue%20Limit%20Compliance%202018


APEC Senior Officials Meeting:

Food Safety Cooperation Forum

Source: APEC FSCF



APEC Import MRL Guideline:

Two New Implementation Tools

Source: APEC FSCF



APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum Statement

Viña del Mar, Chile, 10 May 2019



“We commend member economies for engaging in 

discussions on the use of a scientific risk-based 

approach to ensure food safety and facilitate trade in 

the APEC region as it relates to MRL compliance…

“We commend member economies for the 

endorsement of the two Implementation Tools to 

support the uptake and implementation of the APEC 

Import MRL Guideline for Pesticides on possible 

approaches to achieve the alignment of MRLs 

between economies and with international MRLs…

APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum Statement

Viña del Mar, Chile, 10 May 2019

Source: APEC FSCF



Future Plans for Advancing

APEC MRL Harmonization Efforts

Secure 

Multi-Year 

Funding

Survey 

Economies 

to Identify 

Shared 

Priorities

Carry Out 

Workshops 

and 

Targeted 

Capacity 

Building 

Activities

Develop APEC 

Guidelines on 

Best Practices 

for MRL 

Compliance and 

Enforcement 

Develop Risk 

Communication 

Tools
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Stay in Touch!



Missing Something?



Join us this afternoon for the Second 

International Discussion on Missing MRLs! 

Together we can build 

bridges to support 

agriculture, trade, and 

food security!


