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Rise of the MRL 
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! 2005: MRLs received little 
attention in day to day business  

! 2016: R/D companies have 
dedicated staff managing MRLs! NO MRLs 

AHEAD 



Reasons behind shift 
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!  Proliferation of MRL regulation 

!  Increase in international exports 

!  Food safety awareness 

!  Increase in residue monitoring  

!  MRL exceedances " commodities rejected 

!  Potential liability for growers/exporters 

!  Potential liability for registrants 

!  Change in growers’ MRL expectations  



EU – landmark MRL regulation 

 2005: EU MRL legislation enacted  
-  Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 
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EU Harmonized MRLs take effect 
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Harmonizes MRLs in 28 EU member countries; 
creates problems for EU’s trading partners 
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2009 EU legislation on pesticide 
authorization 

Cut-off criteria! 



Japan – landmark MRL regulation  
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 2006: MRL Positive List System enacted 

Provisional MRLs a good approach 



S. Korea - landmark MRL regulation  
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 2014: MRL Positive List System – advance notice 

Improves food safety in Korea regarding pesticide 
residues; Codex deferral tree disappears 
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2014: Taiwan introduces detailed IT application 

Taiwan – revised IT application  

Data intensive compared to previous application; bio-
efficiency data requirement  
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Codex today 

!  Increase in Grower/Exporter awareness and 
expectations  

! Registrants’ activity (and frustrations) 
increased 

5/8 Step allows for faster CXLs to be established; 
fundamental problems within JMPR to be resolved 
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Global Joint Reviews  

! Registrants utilized GJRs past several years 

!  Effective means of harmonizing MRLs 
-  Uncertainty what the future holds 
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Hong Kong & China 

HK introduced IT application process Aug 
2014  

-  made application Dec 2104, no fee but still 
waiting to hear outcome 

China converts CXLs into national MRLs  
-  considering IT process for future with fee 
-  3-5 years timeline 



13 6/22/16 13 

APEC Guideline (draft)  

! GL drafted to facilitate MRL 
alignment among APEC countries 

! supported by CropLife 
International 
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MRLs strategic today for R/D 
companies 

          - Registrations 
         - Major, minor crops 
       - IR-4/Canada PMC 
      - Codex 
     - Foreign MRLs 
    - Trade Flow 
   - GAP harmonization 
   - Residue trial program 
  - Biology data 
 - Expected residues 
 - Residue definition 
- Dietary RA/risk cup 

This way to 
global MRL 

planning 
meeting 
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Thank You 

Questions 




