


•  Became involved in MRL issues for 
Florida’s fresh citrus growers & shippers in 
2006 
– Japan (2006) 

•  Implemented positive list for MRLs 
– EU (2008)  

• MRL Harmonization Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 

– A variety of MRLs for different countries greatly 
complicates pest control choices for growers 
and packers. 
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•  Producers cannot segregate blocks for 
specific markets   

•  Industry vigilance is required when MRLs 
for export markets are lower than U.S. 
MRLs  
– Especially critical because countries change 

MRLs periodically 
– Limited knowledge of how fast residues of 

various compounds decline under different 
production/postharvest conditions 



•  Potential problems with cross contamination 
– Necessity of using separate, dedicated packing/

processing lines for organic vs. conventional 
– All compounds used on a line must have 

tolerances for all possible intended markets 



•  Improving residue detection methodologies 
and technology 
– Increased detection does not equate to 

increased risk  
– However, with increased reports of pesticide 

residue detections, the public perceives the 
reports as indications of increased residues 
(increased risk) 



•  Even more confusing can be individual 
buyer residue tolerances that are more 
restrictive that country MRLs 
– These include food processors 

•  Such tolerances are not widely reported, 
but must be obtained through 
communication directly with the buyer 
– Close and frequent communication with 

buyers is essential 



Insect Vector - 
• Diaphorina citri – Asian 

citrus psyllid; discovered in 
FL, June 1998, now widely 
distributed 

• Huanglongbing (HLB, or 
“Greening) discovered in FL, 
September 2005 
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•  Industry must stay current on MRLs for 
potential markets 
– Industry awareness has increased greatly over 

the past 10 years 
• Reducing MRLs solely based on average 

previous use can hamper responses to 
emergency situations (e.g., to eradicate 
introduced diseases) 



• MRL dis-harmony among various markets 
introduces many potential problems 
– Many producers cannot segregate blocks for 

specific markets 
– Dedicated equipment is often required to 

reduce the potential for cross contamination 
•  Improving residue detection techniques are 

giving the public the inacurate perception of 
increased risk 



See the UF Postharvest Information Website for more information 

http://irrec.ifas.ufl.edu/postharvest/  


