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Freshfel: Association representing the EU fruit & vegetables sector, based in 
Brussels 

 Diversified member structure:  

ï Supply chain approach (production, various trade segment down to retail incl. 
logistics and  service providers...)  

ï National associations and companies 

ï Intra and extra EU 

Food quality & safety and sustainability among core tasks 

ï Proactive: shaping policy 

ï Reactive: crisis management 

   

  8 SH fresh fruit exporting countries 

   

  18 leading apples and pears producing countries 

Freshfel Europe 
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 Food safety: perception & facts in EU  

       EU Legislation  

 Reviews of recents incidents and lessons learned  

 Conclusions 
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Food safety: perception 



Food safety: perception 



EFSA annual report 2010 
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High level of compliance with é. a trading limit, not a safety limit   

Source: EFSA EU Pesticide residue report covering 2010 
Source: compiled by 

Freshfel 



EFSA annual report 2010 

 In 2010, the harmonised EU MRLs were more often exceeded for surveillance 
samples from third countries (7.9%) than for samples from the EU (1.5%). 
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Source: EFSA 



EFSA annual report 2010 

 According to the results of the last four EU-coordinated programs (2007 to 2010), 
the percentage of samples exceeding the MRLs was rather stable, with only small 
variations. 
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Source: EFSA 



EFSA annual report 2010 
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Source: EFSA 



Source: Eurobarometer on food-related risks 2010 

Responses to problems and risks associated with food 

Prompted 

Spontaneous 

     Perception food poisoning 



Perception pesticide residues 

Source: Eurobarometer on 
food-related risks 2011 

Consumer concerns regarding 
pesticide residues  on F&V 



Source: Eurobarometer on food-related risks 2010 

Perception imported produce 

  
 
The EP considers that standards equivalent to those applied in the EU must be imposed on 
imports so as to ensure that EU farmers compete on a level playing field and EU citizens are 
effectively protected; underlines the need for tighter import controls at borders.  EP Own 
initiative report EU agriculture and international trade -  2010 

2010/2005 



> 50% samples with multi residues 

 

Source: EFSA 

 EU Pesticide residue report 

CƻƻŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ Χ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎǘǎ 
é. but increase of multi residues and still unknown impact and 

measurement models => role of Acropolis project!   



Increased import controls 

Reg. 669/2009 



Source: EFSA report on zoonoses and food borne outbreaks 

Facts food poisoning 

VEFSA: Consumersô increasing preference 

for convenience products reinforces the 

need to monitor microbiological hazards 

more closely 

VImpact EHEC 2011 

Outbreaks by products  

Outbreaks by causative 

agents   



  Legislation  
 



 In the last decade the EU completely reshaped its food policy: 

ï Single market  and harmonisation (Regulation (EC) No 396/2005) 

ï Consequence of food safety outbreak. New emerging risks    

ï NGO focus and consumers awareness 

ï Re-organization (DG SANCO, EFSA): split of role risk manager and risk assessor 

 High level of compliance since much demanded harmonisation 
among EU-27 but : 

ï NGO legal action against the MRL harmonisation process 

ï Concerns raised by some WTO members on the LOD  

ï Some MRL questioned as being higher than the ARfD 

ï Close follow up process of MRL changes, and also WTO notification 

ï Role of import tolerance, cross contamination level   

ï On-going impact of private standards 

MRL Regulation (EU) No 396/2005 



ïEU harmonised legislation regarding authorisation and use 
conditions/limitations 

ïNo labelling obligation for fresh unprocessed produce 
(except for packaging gases) ς specific labelling 
requirements for citrus  

ïMost additives (waxes, sulphur) authorised on F&V qualify 
as preservatives ς enlarged list for waxes.  

ïParticular cases such as ƳƻǊǇƘƻƭƛƴŜΩǎ ς transition period 
and then LOD 

Food additives  
Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 



Food additives  
Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 



www.freshquality.eu 



Fresh Quality Guide - online 



 Review of recent incidents  
 



 Recent incidents 

2010 

Chlormequat -Table grapes from India 

Retail driven 

2010 

Coatings ï Avocado, mango... 

Retail driven 

2010 

Morpholine (coating ingredient) ï 

Various fruit, multiple origins 

Government driven 



 Recent incidents 

2011 

E. Coli O104 outbreak 

Government driven 

2012 

Sanitizers (Quaternary Ammonium Compounds) 

Various F&V (incl. bio), multiple origins 

Retail driven 

 

2013 

Perchlorate 

Retail driven 

 


